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the Tribal Areas zone. The historical sequences or play, if one 
is to employ the analogy of the Great Game, was really to 
move one’s pawns on the chessboard of Asia without having 
to actually either escalate the Game into a full-fledged war or 
lose an important piece. But on the Central Asian board the 
pawns often moved with their own volition and sometimes it 
appeared to be more expedient to lose a king than a pawn as 
1 shall illustrate later. Thus a paradox developed, unusual in 
Imperial expansionism: border tribes and arcas were delib- 
erately left independent following historical precedence and 
after deliberations at the highest levels, ‘Such independence 
has always been essential to the security of any rule ordynasty 
in India’?? Buffer zones, shatter zones, scorched earth policies 
are common in the history of empires and on their borders, 
‘They are less common in the history of a vigorous, aggressive, 
and growing Empire at its zenith as the British in the last 
century, The British Indian Empire had finally settled on a 
solution to the problem of its border Pukhtun tribes: adefined 
zone, a no-man’sland, to be officially designated as the 
Tribal Areas. 

The creation of the North-West Frontier Province in 1901 
by Lord Curzon, himself the symbol of Empire, and its literary 
propagation by Kipling, the troubadour of Empire, added to 
the mystique of the people and area. The nature of the Great 
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Game provided some of the most evocative and popular 
writing of Empire, as exemplified by Kipling especially in his 
best known works such as Kim The Great Game itself was 
an analogy and extension of the public school philosophy of 
middle and upper class Victorian England. It was a ‘game’ 
between worthy players, with half-times, referees, boundaries, 
and even rules of sorts. The entire Game was cast in the 
mock-heroic mould and posture of Empire with its concomi- 
tant concepts that included ‘honour’, ‘glory’, with a dash of 
intrigue and danger in the service of ‘Queen and country'* 
On the other hand, a kind of mirror reflection exposes the 
tribal mind, I shall be exploring an aspect of the Great Game 
as seen through the eyes of the tribesmen and often turned to 
their advantage in this section. 

‘The Game was complex and difficult and the peculiar 
nature of the problem understood as well in Delhi as in Kabul 
and Moscow, Accepting this, ‘the tribes between the adminis- 
trative border and the Durand Line were a buffer to a buffer, 
and the Line had none of the rigidity of other international 
frontiers. The countries on either side of it had each to realize 
that any attempt to enlarge their influence with the tribes 
must excite the suspicions of the other. It was the usual British 
compromise, but there was no other acceptable solution and, 
considering the complexity of the problem, it worked very 
well"? 

Although it is accepted that ‘the border tribes have always 
played an important role in determining who was to hold 
power in Afghanistan'™ the Tribal Areas were always a two- 
e sword for the British who were always kept anxious 
and alert, However, and on balance, they could always use 
it to shake or knock Kabul across the Durand Line. The pious 
hope of irons a contained in the Denied 
agreement?” was rarely 1 ted and the treaty constantly 
revoked on both ies ok dha Dread Line, the international 
border. 

A series of policies emanating from Delhi over the last 
century reflecting minds and policies in conflict and changing 
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circumstances were imposed on the trans-Indus areas (the 
NWEP): ‘masterly inactivity’ after the catastrophic 1857 
Indian uprisings, followed by a greater show of interest in 
the ‘conciliatory intervention’ policy leading to the tougher 
‘Close Border Policy” and finally, by the turn of the century, 
to the aggressive ‘Forward Policy'?* Throughout, British 
relationship with Kabul was a function of their politics in 
the land of the Pukhtuns, the NWFP. It is seldom realized 
how near Kabul is to the Tribal Areas, It is some 50 miles 
from the border of the Kurram Agency, less than a single 
day's journey by trucks and buses. For this relationship, 
and the playing of the Great Game itself, the situation of the 
Tribal Areas was found fundamental. Making a virtue of 
necessity the Tribal Areas were recognized as special areas; 
if they had not existed they would have to be created. 

There were not only mighty Imperial States involved in 
the Great Game but also small obscure tribes living in low 
production zones, the tribes living along the central mountain 
regions that divide South Asia from Central Asia, between 
Afghanistan and the South Asian subcontinent. Tribesmen 
who matched heavy artillery and air bombardment with 
dated but deadly -303 rifles that stopped and decimated 
entire British battalions, 

In terms of structure, nization, and history of the 
tribes they were neither allowing themselves to play the 
British game, the Afghan game, or the Russian game, they 
were simply playing their own game, It may not have been 
a full blown Great Game involving major campaigns, air 
action, large expenditure, and sophisticated logistics on their 
part but it was certainly played with the unmatched 
brilliance of a born tactician which enabled them to remain 
independent over the centuries in spite of being in one of the 
most focal and politically important regions of Asia, A 
Mahsud Malik summed up the essence of the Great Game to 
me succinctly: ‘we are like men with two jealous wives—both 
pulling us in their directions, Sometimes we prefer one, some- 
times the other’. A thought that would have indubitably 
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raised the ire of the Colonial Secretary in Delhi who would 
have assumed he was calling the shots. Thus the creation of 
the Durand Line added a dimension to the definition of 
tribal boundaries and further underlined the independence 
of the border tribes. Involvement with the Great Game and 
tribal administrators created external links with tribal society 
but stopped short of affecting internal structure or interfer: 
with it. The rules were explicit: badal, tor, etc., the aap | 
Pukhtunwali, were matters clearly beyond the laws of the 
new administration. 

I am suggesting that apart from the romanticized aspect 
of the colonial encounter on the NWFP and the mystifi- 
cation of the Pukhtuns it generated, the Tribal Areas were 
an important and integral part of the strategy of the Great 
Game as played by the British. Afghanistan was the key and 
buffer state between the two superpowers in Asia, the 
Russian and the British Empires, at the turn of the century 
and the early twentieth century. The British through the 
Tribal Areas invariably had the over the Russians 
because of the very mature of tribal organization and 
structure coupled with the peculiar form of administration 
that was imposed on the Tribal Areas. As an example, a tribal 
raid or foray into Afghanistan could always be officially 
discouraged or disowned by the British, whereas, in fact, the 
British Political Agent would in most probability be financing 
or even directing it. So on one level he would discourage any 
such activity across the international border and even 
officially denounce it but on another level be playing his 
part, however, indirectly, in the Great Game?* 

After crossing the Indus from the Punjab in the last 
century British administrators realized the special relation- 
ship between the tribes and the Afghan Government: ‘the 
sentiments and tendencies of such characters are naturally 
antagonistic to our rule, and they can only resort to Kabul 
for encouragement to persist in them’? 

The Afghan Government cultivated leaders from Wazir- 
istan assiduously and after the last British Afghan War in 
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1919 treated them with an extra show of respect: ‘on their 
arrival at the capital (Kabul) the Maliks were received by the 
‘Amir in person with every mark of honour and conducted 
to a sarai [guest-house] which had been reserved especially 
for their use’? 

Special medals and marks of honour were bestowed on the 
Waziristan tribes to enlist and consolidate their sympathy: 
‘subsequently the Amir issued rewards and presented medals 
to the Maliks. The latter were similar to those issued to his 
‘own troops for the recent operations against the British. 
Of the officers who had deserted from the militias each 
received a special award of Rs, 300 and the sepoys 
Rs, 100°? A few years later, the Afghan strategy began to 
bring rewards as Wazir and Mahsud tribes were found fighting 
for the Afghans in their northern provinces. Afghan influence 
among the tribesmen further increased and two corps of 
Wazir militia with headquarters at Matun and Urgun were 
formed with a nominal strength of 1,200. Recruiting was 
opened in July 1924 and by the end of August, 400 had been 
enlisted. Some of these Wazirs and a larger number of the 
Mahsud militia distinguished themselves in the fighting on the 
Turkestan border in the northern provinces for which services 
they received generous rewards’? But the Indian Political 
Department and its officers that manned the Tribal Areas still 
had a trick or two up their sleeve and their opportunity came 
when King Amanullah was deposed and his throne usurped 
by Bacha Saqao in 1929, 

It was not difficult for an imaginative Political Agent to 
suggest to the Waziristan tribes that there was booty to be 
had in Kabul, and honour and glory awaited them, if they 
were to slip across the border for a few days of adventure, 
In 1929, Mahsuds and Wazirs crossed the border to Khost 
and joined Nadir Khan in autumn at Matun, They were in the 
forefront of the foree which quickly advanced and captured 
Kabul by the middle of October, toppled Bacha Saqao, 
and placed Nadir Khan on the throne. In his chapter on 
‘Waziristan’ Caroe reminds us that ‘this lashkar formed the 
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spearhead of Nadir’s advance; it was they who took Kabul 
for him and made it possible for a Durrani dynasty to be 
restored. They were in fact the King-makers of the day’ 
Since then they have never ceased to remind the rulers of 
Kabul of their chief share in that conquest. 

As payment to Wazir and Mahsud tribesmen, Nadir Khan, 
faced with an empty treasury, was forced to allow them to 
loot his own capital. These tribesmen returned home by the 
end of the year with a great amount of loot, rifles, and 
ammunition. In the earlier part of the next year, a large 
number of rifles had been sold or exchanged for ammunition 
by tribesmen in Waziristan to Afghan subjects in Khost in a 
typical example of tribal legerdemain. 

Shortly after, an insurrection almost in the suburbs of 
Kabul among the followers of the dead Bacha Saqao forced 
Nadir Khan once again to call the Pukhtun tribes to his 
support. This time he was able to get them home without 
having to lec them loot Kabul in tecompense. Within a few 
years the same tribesmen were denouncing Nadir Khan and 
arguing they had supported him only for the purpose of 
restoring Amianullah, the rightful King. The Waziristan tribes, 
aware that ‘King-makers can as easily be King-breakers'* felt 
ready for yet another exercise in King-making and gathering 
of booty in addition, In 1933, they invested Matun in Khost 
and it was only with great difficulty that the entire Afghan 
army, led by the King’s brother, Hashim Khan, repelled 
them otherwise they might well have repeated the story of 
1929, 

However, the game was and could be played by both 

ies, for the tribesman as I am arguing has always been 
like a double-edged sword, and it was not long before other 
powers attempting to fish in the troubled waters of the 
‘Tribal Areas took advantage of the situation. In the late 
thirties, a young Syrian from the revered Jilani family, 
popularly called the Shami Pir, was installed at Kaniguram, 
in the heart of Waziristan, from where it was rumoured he 
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would lead an ition army. It was not precisely clear 
whether against the British or Kabul. With the war-clouds 
gathering in Europe the British could ill afford another 
Waziristan adventure. Wazir and Mahsud tribal lashkars began 
to gather and the situation could have rapidly escalated for 
the British in their own backyard had not once again some 
quick-witted Political Agent acted swiftly. The Shami Pir was 
persuaded to fly out of Waziristan apparently, it is estimated, 
the richer by £20,000 in gold sovereigns. These lessons were 
not lost on Kabul. What £20,000 could stop a similar or 
smaller sum could start. Afghan subsidies ro the Pukhtun 
tribes, especially on the British side of the Durand Line were 
stepped up and Khilats (robes of honour) were liberally 
distributed to visiting Maliks in royal audiences in Kabul, 

‘The final example of interaction between tribes and states 
is provided with the 1947 Partition of India as a backdrop. 
Once again in 1947, the Waziristan tribes illustrated that they 
had not lost their capacity for swift and brilliant strategic 
military movement against larger state systems and superior 
and established armies. Spontaneously and voluntarily they 
moved in large numbers to the Muslim state Kashmir, and 
disputed between India and Pakistan, which was in a state 
of turmoil. Almost single-handedly they swept aside the 
regular troops and came within an ace of conquering Kashmir. 
They scattered battalions of Dogras, the crack Kashmir 
regulars and by 30 October the Pukhtun lashkar was at 
Pattan, 18 miles from Srinagar. Sikh battalions of the regular 
Indian Army were flown in and reached the Srinagar airstrip 
barely in time to deny it to the tribesmen and soon troops 
began to pour in from India. It was only with the massive 
intervention of the regular troops, with heavy armaments and 
superior logistics moved in by an all out airlift from Delhi, 
that the situation was saved for the Indians. Otherwise, the 
tribesmen with their dated -303s would have captured one 
of the most important areas of the subcontinent and 
subsequently altered the destiny and history of the subconti- 
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nent. In the next 3 decades India and Pakistan were to engage 
in three wars over Kashmir. 

Although the main battle for Kashmir was fought in the 
Vale, the raiders erupted into all parts of the State. The 
distance from home, always an important aspect in determi- 
ning the length of their involvement, must be kept in mind, 
Srinagar is 290 miles from Fort Jamrud at the entrance to 
the Khyber; it is almost twice that distance from Razmak, in 
the heart of Waziristan, It is interesting to conjecture how the 
classic syndrome of Waziri war tactics would have affected 
their performance if the engagemenit has been protracted. 

It is important to point out Pukhtun tribes on both sides 
of the Durand Line saw the Kashmir fight as jihad and many 
Wazir tribesmen in the remote Birmal areas joined the 
lashkars to Kashmir. In this situation ethnic solidarity, 
cutting across the Durand Line, formed the spearhead in 
what was seen as a straight religious war?* There is nostalgia 
even today regarding the Kashmir episode in the Tribal Areas 
and Maliks describe it thus: ‘it was the best time of my life. 
We went along singing and holding our rifles. Nothing was 
able to stand before us'2? Sectional elders speaking on behalf 
of jirgas meeting political officers in the Tribal Areas even 
today invariably begin with ‘Sahib, we have sacrificed every- 
thing for Pakistan, We t in Kashmir and lost kin and 
property, We have shed b! for Islam and Pakistan, We 
have a right to make demands". 

Spain's comment on the Kashmir jihad is particularly 
relevant in the context of my arguments in this chapter: 
‘Little attention has been paid to this, and in it lies a key to 
the character of the tribes and a demonstration of the limita- 
tions and potentialities of their power'?* I agree with the 
analysis in that such large-scale actions expose both the 
‘limitations’ (jealousies inspired by agnatic rivalry in tribal 
structure and organization) and ‘potentialities’ (the formid- 
able fighting prowess fired by a fierce sense of independence) 
of the tribesman. 
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‘The Mahsud Maliks had confronted, assessed, and rejected 
western civilization as represented by the British Empire and 
requested their Resident, Sir Evelyn Howell, to ‘let us be men 
like our fathers before us’2? In the end, perhaps, one may 
well agree with the comment on the political administration 
of Waziristan made by a senior British official after he read 
Howell's little classic, Mizh that ‘whar a record of futility it 
all is’ For the problem of the tribes, the definition of their 
boundaries in an ethnic, political, and administrative sense 
remained as problematic as it had been for the last century 
up until 1947, 

Presently rapid changes are afoot with far-reaching social 
and economic ramifications* Today there is a Mahsud 
Political Agent in the Tribal Areas, a Mahsud General in the 
Pakistan Army, and a Mahsud Development Commissioner in 
charge of a province. Apart from these senior officials, 
thousands of other Wazirs and Mahsuds serve in various 
departments of the State of Pakistan, Service itself implies 
change in lifestyle, change in attitudes, and eventually, 
changes in culture and tradition. Perhaps the distinction 
between tribe and state will in the future no longer be as 
valid as it was in the past and therefore less strongly upheld 
and the next generation may even see the final absorption of 
the tribe, its customs, and traditions into the larger state on 
both sides of the border, 

When I ask Wazirs and Mahsuds whether they are ‘men like 
their fathers before them’ in the most profound sense of the 
concept, they invariably reply in the negative. ‘No, We are 
now soft, We have become businessmen. We own shops in 
Tank and Dera Ismail Khan, We run transport buses. We 
cultivate lands in Districts (Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan) 
and we have given up the ways of our fathers’. Change is in 
the air. Schools, roads, and service are bringing fundamental 
changes in cultural, and social attitudes’ 
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‘The importance of tribes generally and the tribesmen in 
Waziristan in their relation to their adjacent nation states lost 
a dimension with the rather abrupt end of a chapter of the 
Great Game in 1947 when the British left the subcontinent. 
‘The tribes were ‘played’ by but they had also ‘played off the 
states, they had managed to remain politically unadmin- 
istered to an extent and to retain anthropological ‘purity’ to 
a large degree. With the departure of one of the two major 
players in 1947 from the field a vacuum was created and 
there appears to be only the other major player left. The 
politics of the region emerging in the late seventies and carly 
eighties are a direct consequence of the new realities and 
one could even suggest a prognosis and the conclusion of 
the Great Game begun centuries ago. 

The two immediate results are that the tribesman: (i) in 
Pakistan sets the pace for encapsulation in his relationship 
to the larger state whether for economic development or 
political absorption as in the seventies but in an increasingly 
cordial relationship (ii) finds his role in the old Great 
Game is now severely limited with the departure of one 
player, The balance appears palpably uneven. in addition, 
even his structure and organization are in danger of being 
affected by the ipa in thousands to the Gulf Staves, 
the acquirement of land in the Settled Areas, and involve- 
ment in administration and business in the rest of the 
country, 

Although their structure and organization are still largely 
intact in the Tribal Areas economic developments, migrations, 
and education will most certainly have affected the martial 
spirit and attitudes of the tribesmen. The last military excur- 
sion and adventure on any scale involving the Waziristan 
tribes was in 1947-8, over 30 years, that is, a full generation 
ago. Whether the new generation is capable of emulating the 
independent spirit and martial qualities of their forefathers, 
or consider that model worth shedding blood for, is a 
question that only time and history can answer. 
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‘The Arain Ethic and the Spirit 
of Capitalism in Pakistan 


General Zia-ul-Haq came to power in Pakistan exactly nine 
years ago amidst predictions, including his own, that he 
would not last more than a few months, It is a good time for 
stock-taking. 

‘The period has had bad moments and publicity: the 
hanging of Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, stories of lashings, amput- 
ations, deprivation of women’s rights ete. It has also been 
fraught with international crises in neighbouring lands. 
Afghanistan —which sent 3 million refugees into Pakistan — 
Iran, and now, on the southern border, the Sikhs in India are 
in turmoil. Internal tensions have sometimes been severe as in 
Sind. 

How has Pakistan survived, indeed in economic terms, even 
thrived? Perhaps the most significant factor has been the 
nine years of relative internal stability. Indeed, this is the 
longest period of stability Pakistan has enjoyed in its histor 
after Ayub Khan's rule which ended in 1969. We may cal 
for answers in the rural areas. 

About 75 per cent of Pakistan's 90 million people are in 
the rural areas; rural society is the silent majority of Pakistan 
politics. The Province of Punjab is important because it 
contains about 57 per cent of Pakistan's population and its 
richest agricultural lands. It also dominates in the army and 
the civil services, the two key organizations in the country. 

There are two major sources providing stability to rural 
society and strength to the economy. First, remittances 
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worth abour 3 billion dollars, sent annually by some 3 
million Pakistanis working abroad, although there are signs 
that this source may be drying up. Second, the remarkable 
agricultural success story of the small farmers of Pakistan, 
a good example of which are the Arains, Their numbers are 
not known. 

Max Weber's thesis applies to these farmers. It is an Asian 
version of the Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. 
Arain frugality, thrift, and hardwork fuse into an understand. 
ing of Islamic practice as puritanical and earnest. The comb- 
ination makes for a successful farmer. Arains are mainstream 
Sunni Muslims and have not joined controversial ps like 
Ahmedis. In spirit and ritual, they align with fundamentalist 
preachings of Islam. Like the Arain head of the party, Mian 
Tufail, they tend to support the Jamaat-i-lslami, Pakistan's 
major religious party. 

When Pakistan was created in 1947, the Arains migrated 
en bloc from the districts of East Punjab. They sold vegetables, 
fruits, and flowers and were once considered at the bottom 
of the Punjabi social order dominated by Rajputs, Jats, and 
Gujars. Arains point out some key figures in the regime such 
as General Zia and Dr, Afzal, until recently, the Education 
Minister, as Arains with a new sense of pride. 

Farmers like the Arains, in an important sense, have provi- 
ded the main anchor to Zia’s stability (the weather has 
helped agriculture too). Escaping their low social position 
thousands are abroad, especially in the Arab States, sending 
home money regularly. In the UK, too, especially in cities 
like Glasgow and London, Arains maintain the work ethic 
having moved out of factories and now own thriving groceries 
and cloth stores, Money sent home is invested in tractors and 
tube-wells, 

Pakistan in 1947 became a symbol for these refugee 
farmers, a sacred trust. (‘I will tell you what Islam and 
Pakistan mean’, said Zia in an emotional voice, tears welling 
in his eyes, leaving the official text at an International Con- 
ference on Islam in Islamabad in 1983, ‘It is a vision of my 
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mother struggling on tired feet, with her worldly possessions 
in her hands, when she crossed the border into Pakistan’). 
‘They crossed Sikhs leaving behind their lands and heading in 
the opposite direction for East Punjab where they would 
create India’s most prosperous agricultural community. From 
Lahore, south to Multan, and crossing into Sind—and thereby 
creating friction with Sindhi farmers—the Arains worked 
the land, Most of the farms are small, 2 to 10 acre, family 
concerns. 

The spirit of capitalism is embodied in the Arains. The 
green farmis of the Arains are an enchanting feature of the 
otherwise generally arid landscape. They monopolize the 
mandis, the agricultural market, and trade centres, in much 
of the Punjab. 

When the British conquered the Punjab from the Sikhs in 
their drive towards the north-west regions of India they 
inherited a potentially rich agricultural zone. The famous 
canal colonies, built around an elaborate network of canals, 
were created, New districts, named after Victorian heroes, 
appeared on the Punjab map: Lyallpur, after Lyall, and 
Montgomery after Montgomery (renamed recently, Lyallpur, | 
as Paisalabad after the Saudi King; and Montgomery, as — 
Sahiwal after the group which lives there). Among the small 
farmers settled here were the Arains. The British called them 
‘peasant proprietors’ (they were the ‘middle peasants’ of 
Mao), Punjab was destined to become the ‘bread basket’ of 
British India, 

The push towards the Indus created in the farmers a 
frontier spirit, not unlike that of the mid-west farmer in the 
USA now in the heart of the Bible Belt. The head of the farm 
relied on his own ingenuity to tame the land, Unlike the 
farmers along the barren Rawalpindi-Jhelum road, descen- 
dants of warrior groups like the Rajputs, who supplemented 
their incomes by joining the British Army, the Arain worked 
his farm, He learned to depend on his sinews; it gave him 
pride in the land, It also made him of the earth, earthy, He 
was seen by the bigger landlords as socially crude. 
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Even today the Arain world is agricultural prices, varieties 
of seeds and fertilizers, and timings of the canals which bring 
water to his fields. He has little of the elegance and polish of 
the traditional feudal landlords of the Punjab, Noons and 
‘Tiwanas, of Rajput origin. Afternoon tea parties, partridge 
shoots, or polo are not associated with Arains, Nor does he 
waste his energies on dancing girls, or drunken evenings 
listening to poetry, or numerous marriages, a pastime of the 
landed gentry through which they alienated their lands, 

If Zia symbolizes Arain values, Mr. Bhutto symbolizes 
those of the other, the aristocratic landlord, class, In a sense, 
the confrontation between these two is an important theme 
of contemporary Pakistan politics, Bur it was not only 
between two kinds of politics in Pakistan. It also reflected 
two distinct social ideologies and classes. 

Zia is, as we know, an Arain, and reflects Arain values, The 
son of a junior officer, Zia is self-consciously proud of his 
hamble background and hence aware of the distance he has 
travelled to high office. In spite of critics’ accusations—of 
hypocrisy, lying, etc.,—and of life in the westernized elite 
armoured corps and at the president's palace, he is still known 
for his abstemious piety, and humility, 

Bhutto, on the other hand, was born with a silver spoon 
in his mouth, The world was his oyster. Berkeley and Oxford 
added flair but failed to conceal the characteristics of the 
Sindhi landlord. His charisma and brilliance were personal 
but his political style reflected north-Indian feudalism, 
For Bhutto's class, Arain values were lowly and contemptible, 
Interestingly, neither Zia nor Bhutto publicly identified with, 
or claimed to speak for their group; one pushed outward, 
to Islam, the other downwards to the common people. 

Recent World Bank reports suggest Pakistan, presently 
with a per capita income of about 350 dollars, is on the 
threshold of joining the middle level nations of the world 
leaving behind its neighbours in South Asia, notably India 
and Bangladesh. A sort of ‘green revolution’ that character- 
fzed Ayub Khan's era is afoot. One sign is that Pakistan is 
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exporting wheat, rice, and sugar, Unsung and little known, 
the small farmer like the Arain may well be the hero of 
Pakistan's success story in agriculture. 

The story provides a stable and prosperous foundation to 
society and gives Zia's vision of Pakistan a legitimacy and his 
politics a base. It also sustains the extravagant ideological 
ambitions of those who dream of Pakistan's special destiny. 





Part Three 
Contemporary Issues 





10 
The Afghan Refugees 


‘A Pathan took revenge after a hundred years and said it was 
too quick’ is a common proverb of the Pathans, the major 
ethnic group of Afghanistan and the North-West Fronticr 
Province of Pakistan. It is only 6 years since the summer 
when events unfolded in Afghanistan which would invite the 
Russians, As a result of those events, almost 3 million refugees 
poured into neighbouring fran and Pakistan. Today, the 
refugee problem in Pakistan is assuming serious proportions 
both for hosts and guests. Over both, hangs the question of 
the future of the refugees. 

The problem really stems from the type of refugees the 
Afghans are. They are a swaggering, armed, aggressive lot. 
Their bearing adds to their historical image of themselves as 
conquering warriors. They are quite unlike the refugees who 
came to Pakistan from India in 1947, and the Biharis from 
Bangladesh in 1971. Those refugees, their lives anently 
broken, their destinations unknown, were grateful to accept 
whatever they could get. In any case, the Afghans do not 
accept their own role as guests passively, 

“This land’, Afghans aver, ‘was conquered by our ancestor 
Ahmad Shah Abdali’ (see also Part One, chapter 1, notes 4 
and 14), Indeed, Ahmad Shah the extraordinary first king, 
indeed creator of modern Afghanistan, ruled most of what is 
now Pakistan in the eighteenth century. Never known for 
their fear of trespassing south of the Khyber Pass, India has 
been ruled by at least five or six Afghan dynasties—they do 





166 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


not feel trespassers, Pakistanis, especially those unacquainted 
with Pathan history as in the Punjab and Sind, find this kind 
of assertiveness uncomfortable. They would like to see more 
gratitude, perhaps even some humility, on the part of their 
ests. 

ae crossing into Pakistan, Afghans were received as fellow 
Muslims and, equally important, fellow tribesmen, The 
government set up one of the best refugee organizations of 
the world. They were given a tent, subsistence allowances 
and, most critical of all for refugees, hope. But, there was a 
price of a sort. They became part of an international argument 
in geopolitics. Their private agony was put on-display, They 
played a part in the circus arranged for VIPs to Pakistan, 
mimicking anger, and swearing revenge. From Princess Anne 
to Kirk Douglas celebrities applauded them and had photo- 
graphs taken in their camps. One of Pakistan's major foreign 
policy planks, and strengths, became the presence of the 
Afghan refugees. 

Among the refugees, there is a painful survival of the fittest 
process at work, Afghans have muscled into various enter- 
prises such as trucking, selling cloth, etc., from Peshawar 
down to Karachi, Some have reverted to more traditional 
employment such as hold-ups, Their tribal networks, crossing 
international boundaries, allow them to traffic in banned 
weapons and drugs. 

‘The anarchy that is revolution; a world turned inside out, 
is reflected in the camps. Families are dispossessed, their 
unity shattered. Young men disappear in turns to fight the 
holy war, jihad, in Afghanistan. Women and children wait, 
Squalor and despair are evident. More important, the kaleido- 
scope of traditional patterns has been shaken—leadership, 
women, and even children are affected. New voices, are being 
heard, new values emerging. Afghan society will never be the 
same again. Perhaps also affected will be their reputation as 
invincible warriors, the Jacks who slay giants in the shape of 
super-powers. 

The Afghans are reacting in a traditional manner to the 
crisis, There is talk of raids, revenge, and guns—the stuff of 
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Pukhtunwali, the Pathan Code of honour (see also Part One, 
chapter 3). There is a great deal of rhetoric. But it is mimicry. 
‘Their mock aggressiveness and mock fanaticism have become 
a substitute for substance, serious thinking, and concerted 
action. The clarity of their political vision remains obstructed 
by petty squabbles and personal jealousies, Repeatedly, the 
major half dozen parties have failed to unite. Recently, their 
mutual animosity has resulted in expulsion orders from 
Peshawar. Their attempts to blow up rivals with explosives 
were making Pakistanis in the Frontier Province nervous. 
These Afghans do not quite fit the romantic mould of the 
dashing tribesman in Kim or The Far Pavilions, created by 
the novelists of the British Raj. 

The romantic image of the Pathan was that of a fearless, 
blue-eyed, hawk-nosed warrior silhouetted, with his jezail, on 
a mountain ridge. Heroic deeds from the past littered the 
barren land, Sir Olaf Caroe, a British Governor of the Frontier 
Province, was one of the main authors of the image est al 
his classic work The Pathans. Some years before his death, he 
expressed the opinion that writers who lived and worked in 
the Frontier Province, were partly responsible for this image. 
Indeed, he could only think of one or two examples, Wali 
Khan, for instance, of those who approximated to the ideal. 
The actuality did not match the ideal. It needed a test, a jolt, 
to be exposed. One victim of the Afghan crisis may well be 
the romantic image of the Pathan warrior (sec also Part Two, 
chapter 7). 

In contrast to the Pathans who were expected to perform 
well, the performance of non-Pathans has been notable, The 
best known resistance fighter, Ahmad Shah Massoud, of 
Panjsher valley fame, is not a Pathan. 

Whatever Afghan Government reports of consolidation in 
Afghanistan, the price has been a high one—3 heads of 
government assassinated, 3 million refugees living just outside 
national borders, and a state of civil war in the country. 

The world whose capacity for concentration is infantile 
has grown indifferent to the sufferings of the Afghan refugees, 
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It secks its news of tragedy with morbid fickleness elsewhere 
—a famine in Somalia last year, a communal riot in India 
early this year, a tribal massacre in Uganda this summer. Had 
it not been for the efforts of the State Department in 
Washington, in keeping the Afghan issue alive, for their own 
Great Game with the Soviets, perhaps this interest would 
have been further weakened. 

Revenge and honour—the core themes of Pathan folklore 
~still sound in the village hujras where men sit in discussion, 
But the Pathan code has become a burden. The world has 
moved swiftly for the Afghans and the tribal code appears 
bankrupt in dealing with its new problems. Behind the vitality 
which shines in the eyes of young Afghan children in the 
camps, there are flashes of despair. There is a growing neurotic 
uncertainty about the future for the elders. An uncertainty 
which is contagious for Pakistanis: 

In the trans-Indus Provinces, Baluchistan and the Frontier, 
people wait. They wait for dramatic solutions to scemingly 
irresolvable problems. And in their despair they have nothing 
but traditions, including proverbs, to cling to. The Afghans 
still have time, 94 years, to take revenge. This raises a host of 
questions for apprehensive Pakistanis. Will this period be 
spent in Pakistan, if so, will the refugees become permanent 
residents? How will the presence of thousands of battle-trained 
armed Afghans affect life in Pakistan? And will the enemies 
of Pakistan use the refugees as part of a Trojan horse strategy? 
The answers have wide ranging social and political impli- 
cations for South Asia. 


An Afghan Refugee Grows Up 


Returning to the scene of a great tragedy is not easy; it is 
more difficulr when the tragedy is not over. On a visit to 
Peshawar, northern Pakistan, | talked with Afghans involved 
in various degrees with the problems of their country. 

Javed, whom I last met a couple of years back as a boy of 
fourteen, appeared older, more in command of himself. 
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There was a hint of new strength in him. Javed talked of his 
father who had disappeared since his last incursion into 
Afghanistan as a guerilla fighter. Deep inside Javed was a 
conviction that perhaps something had gone wrong. His new 
maturity attempted to hide his unease. He had a mother and 
three sisters to worry about now. The honour of his women 
~a cardinal feature of the Afghan moral and social code— 
was his new anxiety. He was still too young to cope with this 
responsibility. It was a chilling awareness of a new pain. His 
pain touched me, But I had nothing to offer. For me he 
symbolized the Afghan resistance—and the Afghan tragedy. 

Exile diminishes anyone. Yet to many Afghan refugees 
Pakistan is historically a second home. Culturally and ecologi- 
cally they are in familiar surroundings. Peshawar and Quetta 
are known cities to many Afghans. Their exile is therefore 
partial and complex. 

"The refugees feel they may be in Pakistan for an indefinite 
period, Mud and brick rooms are replacing tents in the refugee 
camps. Aza Khel, a few miles from Peshawar, is perhaps the 
most famous camp because it is on the itinerary for foreign 
dignitaries. Today, Aza Khel has the appearance of a perma- 
nent, well-organized bustling little town. Pakistan, too, 
appears to have resigned itself to this idea. Opposite Aza Khel, 
on the other side of the Grand ‘Trunk Road, rhe government 
has recently built gigantic godowns to hold wheat and other 
commodities, 

It is @ paradox of the Afghan sitsation that the ‘Pukhtunis- 
tan‘ problem has been abruptly killed. Killed not by political 
machinations but as a result of the refugee situation. 
‘Pukheunistan’, Afghan propaganda once claimed, would be a 
homeland for the Pukhtun tribes of Pakistan and eastern 
Afghanistan. The idea was rooted in the memory of Afghan 
conquerors who once ruled the Peshawar valley up to the 
river Indus before the British came. Today, the Afghans are 
in Peshawar but not as conquerors, And those Pakistanis who 
toyed with the ‘Pukhtunistan’ idea in the Peshawar valley are 
showing signs of impatience with their guests. As a result of 
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the 300,000 refugees in Peshawar (of an estimated 3 million 
in Pakistan) prices have risen sharply. Accommodation is 
difficult to find and competition for cultivated land heightens 
local tension, But this does not detract from the struggle in 
Afghanistan. 

‘How is the fighting in Afghanistan?’ I asked Javed and his 
friends. The answer was not simple. Both adversaries arc 
learning from and adapting to each other, The classic Afghan 
strategy of capturing the heights to stop an enemy (so effec- 
tive against the British) is proving ineffective, The Russian 
gunships simply fly in from behind to attack and dislodge the 
snipers. The Afghans have learned not to destroy captured 
Russian equipment as they did in the early days of the 
conflict. Now they cannibalize tanks, for instance, and use 
the parts with an ingenuity born of adversity. 

The fight in Afghanistan is also linked with a larger global 
pattern, Javed explained. ‘If’, he said, ‘we are getting weapons 
we need from Egypt the death of one man there~Sadaat— 
could affect our supplies’. Not for the first time in their 
history an Afghan war was becoming part of a Greater Game 
in world polities. 

‘Two interlinked themes appeared strongly in Javed’s talk: 
the determination to return home, and the realization that 
the path home will not be easy. The realization of his refugee 
status, the greater convulsions in his life, the struggle for the 
future had pushed a bewildered young boy prematurely into 
adulthood. He was consumed by the desire to return—and 
the need for restoring honour. ‘We have a saying’, he told me, 
‘an Afghan took revenge after a hundred yeurs and said “I 
took it too quickly” ', Javed was already filling his father's 
shoes, 


How to Aid Afghan Refugees 


In the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan, about 
2 million refugees have crossed the border from Afghanistan 
and are temporarily living there; another 700,000 are in 
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Baluchistan, [ shall not touch on the political genesis of the 
problem or on its continuing political ramifications, except 
to forecast that the refugees will be living on this side of the 
Durand Line longer than most people expect, Hence the 
urgency for planning, especially long-term planning. 

Awareness of social factors is almost absent from the 
entire refugee scene. For instance, in a discussion with some 
United Nations officials, I discovered that some of them were 
in Pakistan for the first time in their lives, and knew nothing 
or little about the area or its history. As they were West 
European, they could not appreciate the administrative 
situation in the Tribal Areas or the historical nuances of the 
Great Game. Some of them manifested little of the missionary 
spirit which one imagines is necessary for such a task. They 
appeared more concerned about hotel rates, and taking pre- 
cautions against local diseases such as malaria. After staying 
in air-conditioned, four-star hotels, removed from the filth 
and chaos of the refugee camps, for two or three weeks, they 
would rush to Geneva to write a report with suggestions on 
the camps. The depth, perception, and even validity of the 
conclusions were to my mind open to doubt. 

While relief agency staff are often short-term visiting 
specialists, the Pakistani administrators are invariably from 
the Civil Service (now the Tribal Area Group and the District 
Management Group), District administration in the sub- 
continent is based on the philosophy of maintaining law and 
order, not inducing change. Yet a refugee crisis demands staff 
prepared and trained for dealing with rapid change, Anthro- 
pologists too must adapt their methods to take account of 
change and upheaval, 

Both reli f, agencies and host country administrations tend 
to be exclusive and over-concerned with questions of pro- 
cedure. The staff is largely conservative. 

The role of the host country administration isas interesting 
as it is difficult, It is that of a broker between relief agencies 
and refugees, often attempting to interpret one to the other. 
The role requires imagination and understanding, for whereas 





172 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


relief agencies reflect some of the more advanced achieve- 
ments of the twentieth century (computers, international 
organizations, etc.), refugee problems are familiar since the 
Middle Ages, A need for understanding of local culture and 
structure is all the more apparent. 

It is not uncommon for refugees to complain and often 
play off the relief agencies against the administration (in any 
case most of the elders in one form or another have played 
their parts—indeed are still playing—to some degree in the 
Great Game over the decades), It goes to the general credit of 
Pakistan that so far no major complaints have been lodged by 
refugees. Most of the complaints by these refugees are against 
their own leaders, who have formed political parties and tend 
to attract publicity to and assistance for their own groups, 
based largely in Peshawar. 

The problem is compounded for the administration, How 
does an official explain to a relief agency that the Tribal 
Areas are a part of Pakistan and yet a ‘special’ part, and that 
for various historical and political reasons it is not advisable 
for foreigners to roam around in them? Without knowledge 
of the history of the region, the proposition that there is a 
large area within a country not fully administered by it does 
not make sense, The point is fundamental and anyone dealing 
with the problem must be aware of it. There are no criminal, 
civil, or revenue laws applicable to the Tribal Areas. What 
crimes are committed are dealt with by tribal elders according 
to custom and tradition, A man may commit murder, killing 
his wife or his cousin, and yet will not be condemned to 
death if the tribal group agree it was done according to tradi- 
tion, There are no courts or judges in the Tribal Areas (see 
also Part One, chapter 3, Part Two, chapter 8, and Part Three, 
chapter 13 for a discussion on the subject). 

Over the last thousand years, Afghans have repeatedly 
crossed the mountains of the North-West Frontier Province 
on their way to India. But they have done so as conquerors. 
The Khiljis, the Surs, and the Lodhis, tribal groups from 
Afghanistan, were rulers of Delhi, One of the last invaders 
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was Babar, from Farghana, who established the Mughal 
Empire. These memories lend a fierce pride to the Afghan 
tribesmen, and underline their present plight. They have not 
crossed the mountains as conquerors but have fled from 
homes that have been invaded. For the first time in their 
history they are crossing into the subcontinent as a conse- 
quence of a major invasion of their land from the north. 
Hence a sullen pride and determination to return and restore 
the old order. 

Some refugees are nomads who have migrated annually 
from Afghanistan in winter across the international border to 
Pakistan, and back in summer, and were in a manner of 
speaking nationals of both countries (see chapter 14), They 
spent their winters in Pakistan and made the long trek back 
on camels and on foot to summer pastures in Afghanistan, 
‘The tradition was established over the centuries when modern 
international borders did not prevent them from moving as 
they willed, These nomads were and are called powindah ‘one 
who travels on foot’ in Pakistan or kochi ‘one who travels’ in 
Afghanistan, words derived from Persian, The main refugee 
problem arises from political changes in Kabul begun in the 
seventies as a result of successive and increasingly pro-Soviet 
coups, The trickle of refugees crossing over soon became a 
flood and by the summer of 1979 there were some 200,000 
in Pakistan. In December, when Russian troops moved into 
Afghanistan, a further impetus was given to refugees, and in 
mid-1980, there were almost 700,000 of them in Pakistan, 
But in addition—and I suspect the figure is not fully assessed 
by officials—are the large nomadic groups stranded on this 
side of the border with their summer pastures in Afghanistan 
blocked to them since 1979. 

The refugees have been treated generously by the Govern 
ment of Pakistan. Generously in terms of the resources avail- 
able to Pakistan, for Pakistan has had to pay for them from 
her own coffers, and from some charity donated by indivi- 
duals and institutions all over the country, Refugees receive 
4 rupees a day (about 20 pence) per adult and subsidized 
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essential rations such as wheat, sugar, and vegetable oil. 
Recently the rates have come down to 2 rupees a day but a 
fixed amount of rations is provided free. 

In South Waziristan Agency, adout 50,000 refugees are said 
to be living. Of these, about 20,000 are officially registered 
and therefore entitled to the standard measurements of 
official aid, About half of these are powindah tribes, Sultan 
Khel, Sulaimanzai, and Dottani, and the other half mugami 
tribes, Kharoti and Tajak, from across the Afghan side of 
Birmal, About 30,000 live in the vast and inaccessible Birmal 
area of the Agency, and one of the reasons they prefer to 
wait it out on the border is the hope of returning soon to 
their villages, a short distance from their present location, 
Birmal officially ‘opened’ in the summer of 1979 with the 
first ever visit of a government functionary in the history of 
the area; yet, the absence of a road and other facilities 
prevents a full scale penetration and, therefore, the area still 
remains partly inaccessible. As they are not registered, the 
Birmal refugees do not receive any aid. In South Waziristan 
Agency, out of a total population of 300,000 tribesmen some 
50,000 are ‘outsiders’. A proportion of 1:6 of such outsiders 
in any total population is a high one to feed and support. The 
problem is more acute in North Waziristan Agency where the 
number of officially registered refugees is almost 120,000 
(making the refugee-local ratio 1:2). 

One of the reasons that South Waziristan Agency does not 
face this problem so acutely is that in November 1978, when 
| took charge, I anticipated events in the area, and was sure 
that a mass exodus of refugees was in the offing. The local 
administration would be in danger of being swamped by 
them, and eventually their presence would create tensions 
with the Agency tribesmen and result in a deterioration of 
law and order. This was the period when groups were crossing 
into Pakistan and requesting that they be allowed to camp or 
open up centres in the Agencies, Little thought was given to 
the problem in a long-range perspective, and a rather haphaz- 
ard attitude prevailed depending on the policies of the local 
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administration. | was firm in my orders regarding refugee 
camps, I turned down requests to set up camps either at 
Wana, or beyond Wana towards the Durand Line, because | 
was aware that such camps might sooner or later harbour 
military groups or guerrillas and thereby create international 
complications. 

We fed the first groups and recommended that they move 
down to the Settled District of Dera Ismail Khan where 
‘camps were organized for them. Most of the registered 20,000 
refugees moved down to Dera Ismail Khan to escape the 
harsh winter of Wana. Apparently, such precautions were not 
then taken in other Agencies, and the result was vast, un- 
organized, often highly politicized camps, some of them 
sitting right on the Durand Line in, for instance, North Wazir- 
istan and Kurram Agencies. 

South and South-East Asia have seen violent upheavals 
cover the last few decades. In 1947, the subcontinent of India 
was partitioned, and millions of people crossed the borders 
from and to the new country of Pakistan, Killing, rape, and 
looting were common stories during the summer of 1947. In 
the seventies, Indo-China was a land of turbulence as a result 
of changing political fortunes, and millions were displaced 
and killed. Today, into the eighties, the world faces the 
problem of the Afghan refugee. The difference between the 
refugees who came to Pakistan in 1947, from India, and the 
Afghan refugees 30 years later, is that Afghans are determined 
to return to their lands, however long and bitter the struggle; 
they have not come to stay. 

‘After the Russian invasion, heads of government, and 
heads of armies, and other VIPs paraded in Peshawar and the 
Khyber Pass. They visiced the refagre camps and expressed 
sympathy. Suddenly the Afghan refugee was discovered and 
the VIPs descended on them, The camps had become like a 
tourist resort. World leaders were photographed nodding 
their heads in sympathy and pointing portentously to the 
Khyber Pass, But this interest is, | fear, a temporary one; for 
when the political dust has settled down and other areas of 
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interest absorb the leaders of the world, the Afghan refugee 
will be left largely to fend for himself. His problem of food, 
shelter, and sanitation will remain as pressing as before. 

‘Alas! the world and mass media respond yp these great 
human tragedies with only momentary interest and passing 
enthusiasm, Sometimes the main interest is a sensation of 
viewing suffering on such a magnitude. The political climate 
also determines length of interest. It was only when the 
Russians moved into Afghanistan with some strength in late 
1979 that the world woke to the problem of the Afghan 
refugees. Which suggests that there was a political motivation 
in the response and not primarily a humanitarian one. Even 
after the Russians entered the scene it wasa problem of degree 
and not kind. No doubt some fresh major disaster will divert 
the attention of the world from the problem of the Afghan 
refugees, They have no country and an uncertain future, and 
are increasingly desperate: classic ingredients for another 
Palestine. 

Today, there is considerable pressure to view all refugee 
activities including the most mundane in a global context. 
Such a demand is now a compelling element of the intellectual 
orientation of the relief agencies, and yet it is inevitably un- 
acceptable to social scientists working in and representing the 
Third World. The agencies insist, as they are insisting in 
Pakistan, that aid should be ‘meaningfully employed’, that 
‘income-generating activities’ should be encouraged, by which 
is meant more agriculture or land-use. An increase in cash 
crops or even planting seasonal crops rationally would 
generate some income, it is argued. This argument betrays a 
blissful ignorance of the Tribal Areas where the majority of 
the Afghan refugees are placed, According to tradition and 
eustom, refugees cannot buy or own land in Tribal Areas. 
‘Therefore, they cannot embark on agricultural activities. No 
local tribesman is allowed to sell land to any outsider which 
could permanently alienate it from the subsection or clan, In 
any case, scarce water and barren lands do not make agri- 
culture a feasible short-term project. Nonetheless, | have 
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heard official insistence and considerable petulance from 
agency staff, In any case, the host country officials have a 
difficule time explaining the local administrative situation in 
the Tribal Areas, which is one of the most peculiar in the 
world to the felief agencies. Those agency staff who have 
little knowledge or experience of South Asia, unlike some of 
the older British, find it difficult to understand the Tribal 
Areas. 

Another example of a similar misunderstanding of local 
needs is the standard one of giving the wrong items of aid, 
For instance, certain foods such as tinned sardines and cheese, 
have been brought in bulk for the refugees. Blankets of 
excellent quality have also been given to the administration 
for distribution. Both the food and the blankets are sold in 
the Peshawar markets and find their way to Islamabad and 
Lahore, and even as far as Karachi, The agencies are once 

apset as the news trickles in, and the administration has 
difficulty both in controlling the position and in explaining 
it to the agencies. The fact is that refugees will not use either 
item. They will not eat foods such as sardines and cheese, for 
their diet is restricted under any conditions to wheat bread 
(dodai or nan); and they use quilts for sleeping in, and never 
blankets, To turn to blankets from quilts would be as repug- 
nant as turning to trousers from the loose pyjama-type dress 
(partog) worn by the local population (on both sides of the 
border), Whar the refugees need in this situation, living in 
their canvas tents, are small, cheap, tin oil-stoves to cook 
food and a plentiful supply of kerosene oil. They need tem- 
porary income-generating sources at hand, such as employ- 
ment in manual work, on roads, or on building sites—employ- 
ment which can easily be provided through the local adminis- 
tration. 

The point is borne out by my experience, some 16 years 
ago, in 1970, when 1 was in charge of Manikganj Subdivision 
in East Pakistan as a Subdivisional Officer. I had to cope with 
the havoc caused by the fierce and terrible cyclones that hit 
the land from the Bay of Bengal in autumn. The cyclones dis- 
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placed millions, and an estimated half million people were — 
killed in East Pakistan. The scale of the catastrophe, and 
what they saw as the indifferent and insensitive attitude of 
the bureaucracy, was one of the factors that convinced 
Bengalis to take their political destiny into their own hands. 
The irrelevance of certain commodities of aid that were given 
to East Pakistan that hutumn, aroused as much indignation as 
bewilderment. I was in charge of relief operations in a low- 
lying area almost flooded by swollen rivers and incessant rain. 
We were provided with tinned food which village Bengalis did 
not eat, with fine blankets which they did not use, and 
western clothing. Such items invariably found their way to 
the town markets after distribution to the villagers, The inver- 
national agencies were soon wondering whether aid items 
were being misused by the official machinery or even distri- 
buted at all in the fist place, Had a social scientist been 
attached to the government teams, they would have learned 
that Bengalis, even when confronted with a disaster on’such a 
scale, do not know what use to make of tinned food, blankets, 
and western clothes. In the villages, such items are not tradi- 
tionally acceptable even to numbed victims of disaster. 
Acertain flexibility, which implies imagination, is important 
in dealing with such problems. Intentions, however noble, 
may be frustrated by larger regional problems. Examples are 
provided from the Tribal Areas where the Pakistani administra- 
tion has little control beyond the main roads and government 
centres, Many of the camps are in areas where there is licele 
direct government authority. Apart from this political aspect, 
there is a cultural aspect too. For instance, the refugees in 
South Waziristan, and especially the powindah nomadic ele- 
ments migrated from Wana to Dera Ismail Khan, some 150 
miles away as they would in winter, to escape the severe 
winter of the Wana plain (at a height of 5,000 feet) in a 
journey that takes 3 to 4 days. Technically, they were now 
moving from one refugee zone to another, and therefore 
creating problems for those who keep records and accounts. 
Nonetheless, under no circumstances would these refugees 
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have lived in their tents facing the harsh winter of Wana, 
Similarly, they will once again migrate from the plains when 
it becomes uncomfortably hot in summer. 

Compassion or feeling for people, which one imagines to 
be a major prerequisite for administering aid to refugees, is 
apparently missing or at best buried under bureaucratic pro- 
cedure, Refugees are reduced to numbers and lists of names 
in obscure registers in minor offices. Yet the refugee is living 
in a state of social and psychological shock as a result of the 
dislocation of his life. And so the work of someone like 
Dr. Dahl, at the Mission Hospital in Tank, has an immediate 
and wide impact. He provides free medicine to refugees and 
sees an average of a 1,000 refugee patients a month. He is 
always accessible to the refugees who have come to Tank, to 
their women and their children. His female staff are of great 
help to the women in particular. A smile, some attention, and 
some medicine go a long way to ease problems, 

Some knowledge of social structure and organization, of 
the history and culture of a group, and of its domestic econ- 
omy, are important in helping to administer aid effectively. 
For instance, the Cambodian household will be different to 
the Afghan, and therefore they have to be handled differently. 
It was therefore, a pleasure to meet and discuss refugees with 
the Austrian aid relief team, the head planner of which is 
Alfred Janata, a well-known anthropologist. The team had 
with them Dr. Bernt Glatzer, an anthropologist who had 
worked in Afghanistan, and within a few minutes the differ- 
ence in approach was apparent. Relevant questions regarding 
the nuclear family, household economy, seasonal migrations, 
etc,, were being asked, The difference in perception and 
understanding between this and other teams was clear. 

What can anthropologists do to help practically? 

Most important, the social organization and structure of 
the groups could be identified. This identification is funda- 
mental in trying to understand how many and what types of 
groups are being dealt with. For instance, very few agency or 
government officials recognize that inspite of surface and 
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cultural similarities, the Afghan refugees can be demonstrably 
categorized into nomads and non-nomad groups with different 
structural characteristics! This difference is recognized in the 
Tribal Areas, and tribesmen refer to the first as powindahs 
and contrast them with the second as mugami, local, land 
owning groups. The official Afghan refugee register does not 
recognize this difference and a column entitled ‘name, parent- 
age, and tribe’ glosses over it. Powindahs are transhumant 
and migratory and their economy is based on their animals 
and around their tent-homes. Mugami refugees dress, eat, and 
live differently to powindahs and are mostly small landowners 
exhibiting characteristics of the peasant farmer. The needs of 
powindahs and muqami are different; as is their motivation 
for becoming refugees. Migration is escaping the situation for 
the powindah, but a strategy for the mugami, 

Problems arise from the distribution of tents. The powindah 
has lived in a tent all his life and adjusts his household around 
it. In the heat of summer, he spreadeagles the tent and nails it 
in such a manner that it is a foot off the ground. This allows 
circulation of air aiid has a cooling effect. The muqami 
groups are stifled in the heat. They have not only placed their 
tents on the ground but also made mud walls around them, 
Purdah remains a key factor in their lives. The heat is oppress- 
ive in their tents and many of them live under adjoining 
bush and stick sheds. The tents are used as store-rooms, 

Again, all along the Durand Line powindahs havemoved in 
long-range spans (Waziristan to Dera Ismail Khan, for instance) 
while the mugamis have short-range spans, often of a few 
miles (as the Salarzai and Mohmands in Bajaur or the Zadran 
and Gurbaz in North Waziristan). 

Other questions the anthropologist can answer are: What is 
the authority structure of the two categories? Which are their 
major senior lineages? What are the affiliated or occupational 
groups attached to the main groups? 

The clear distinction between the powindah groups and 
the other mugami groups in their organization, structure, 
economy, seasonal migrations, and attitude to income-gener- 
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ating activity would help agency and government officials 
understand the refugees. Powindah and mugami are tribal, 
and both adhere to generally similar religious and cultural 
codes, yet, their society and economy are fundamentally 
diferent, Knowledge of these groups would help those setting 
up new camps to decide where to place, for instance, senior 
lineages. Nearer the main lanes or roads? Nearer the water 
supply? Where to place the occupational groups? Concepts of 
pollution and proximity are here involved. 

The powindahs would want to move with the seasons, 
irrespective of any constraints, and this has vo be taken into 
consideration. The mugami groups, on the other hand, would 
not be moving in response to the seasons and, therefore, a 
different type of camp, perhaps a more permanent one, 
would suit them better. Therefore, planning should be pre- 
pared and implemented on different levels with different 
objectives for both the groups. To the best of my knowledge, 
no such analysis of local groups has been made. 

Another problem among refugees would be that of 
leadership. Who are the ‘elders’? The men ‘who carry the gun’? 
Their relevance is immediately apy t in any council, for 
they speak for the group. They will decide how and in what 
proportions to distribute aid among the group. They will 
decide where and when assistance is needed, for example, in 
the shape of veterinary assistance for their animals. They will 
decide whether the mullah (see also Part Two, chapter 5) 
attached to certain groups would be best employed in teaching 
children at newly introduced primary schools, rather than 
newly inducted staff. They could respond to the suggestion 
thut in the absence of doctors their local mullahs or medicine 
men might be provided with medical kits to deal with minor 
cases, 

Thirdly, the role and status of women, particularly in the 
household and its economy, can be identified. The household 
economy of the powindalts is to a large extent dependent 
‘on the activities of women. They look after the animals, and 
can, if given assistance, weave carpets and rugs to create an 
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extra income source (sce Part One, chapter 3). Similarly 
attention could be given to poultry-raising in the tent house- 
hold by women, and selling of eggs, etc. This is a traditional 
income-generating activity and it could be emphasized, rather 
than non-traditional methods being suggested. Problems of 
health, child-bearing, and sanitation are tied up with the 
problem of women in general. Fertility is yet another problem 
and, for instance, would the fact that men are more or less 
stationary in the camps with few social diversions increase 
fertility over a 9 month period? I would guess so. 

In a survey of 1,400 refugees conducted for himself at the 
‘Tank Mission Hospital, Dr. Dahl found significant differences 
in diseases that afflicted powindah as opposed to mugami 
refugees. These are partly explained by the household struc- 
tures and modes of living, For instance, powindah women are 
changing from breast-feeding to bottle-feeding of infants, 
‘This has disastrous consequences. Filth, flies, and dirty hands 
ensure the nipple of the bottle is infected. The baby is, there- 
fore, continuously ill with severe intestinal trouble, tuber- 
culosis, and diarrhoea. Either the mother must return to 
breast-feeding or keep the milk bottle impeccably clean. A 
regular systematic effort by female medical staff has to be 
made to convey this point to the powindah women. 

For such analyses, female social scientists would be essen- 
tial. Given the Pathan cribal structure, male anthropologists 
would find it next to impossible to have access to women. So 
far, no such provisions have been made, 

Knowledge of local norms and culture based on Pukhturr 
wali, the Code of the Pathans? would be of immense 
assistance in understanding local culture. Anthropologists 
could be of help in describing what local groups wear, what 
they eat and how they live. These answers to some key ques- 
tions will also include items that would be locally rejected. 
For instance, Muslims do not eat pork and Muslim tribal 
women do not generally wear mini-skirts, etc. The categoriz- 
ation of refugees will tell us that many mugami groups, such 
as Tajiks, speak Farsi. Most powindahs speak Pushto. Male 
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doctors would not be allowed to attend to females. Under no 
condition will refugees wear trousers, which are associated 
specifically with colonizing western powers, and have a long 
history of adverse connotations. But coats, especially over- 
coats for winter, will always be welcome. | would recommend 
that certain standard books be made available for reading to 
relief agency staff when dealing with local groups. Some 
knowledge, for instance of Pathan social structure, and organ- 
ization, and their history, is imperative to anyone dealing 
with these groups. As also for useful background information, 
Granada Television’s two films on the history and sociology 
of the region, Khyber and The Pathans both by Dr. Andre 
Singer and his Time-Life book, The Pathans (‘Peoples of the 
Wild’ series), Certain writings from the colonial period is still 
valid and provides excellent material for tribal groups. Captain 
J, A. Robinson's Notes on Nomad Tribes of Eastern Afghan- 
istan, written almost 50 years ago, is still important and 
accurate, and I may add a fair account of nomads including 
those that pass through South Waziristan, such as the Sulaiman 
Khel (see chapter 14). 

Cultural codes are also tied ro larger religious ones. 
Religious mores and tradition do not allow the drinking of 
beer or the eating of ham, and sending these commodities as 
aid would be not only useless but counter-productive in 
creating ill-will among refugees. There is the problem of the 
village or tent mosque. Some knowledge ofreligion would 
also reveal that there is a tendency for differentiation in 
structure and organization among the major sects of Islam, 
‘The Shias seem to be more hierarchical and pyramidal in 
their social and religious structure than are the Sunnis, This 
would help in knowing whom in authority to talk to among 
these sects. Kurram Agency has achronic Shia-Sunni problem, 
compounded by the fact that while Shias occupy better lands 
and are more educated, Sunnis are more numerous in popula- 
tion. The influx of Sunni Jajis among the Shia Turi alarmed 
the latter and local hostility was responsible for the refugees 
moving towards Peshawar. The Shias feared that the balance 
would tilt irrevocably in favour of the Sunnis. 
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‘Another consideration for relief agencies is the possibility 
of associating or employing Muslim personnel to work among 
Muslim tribal groups. Although these may belong to different 
nationalities, the common bond of Islam is of assistance in 
establishing an immediate rapport which goes a long way to 
open local doors and ereate the right atmosphere for effective 
communication. One of the most successful relief agency 
staff that | have met was an official from a Muslim country. 
He could travel around not only among the camps but also in 
the Tribal Areas without any fear or cultural hang-up as a 
result of historical tensions between certain colonial powers 
in the region. 

For some of the reasons enumerated above, the association 
of social anthropologists with the efforts of relief agency and 
government officials must be recommended. In turn, anthro- 
pologists must be prepared to abandon their classroom ‘pure 
anthropology’ attitude and to roll up their sleeves. They must 
leave their notes and papers aside and be prepared to utilize 
their knowledge for less privileged groups. 

Resistance may be as fierce from within anthropology as 
from the agencies and government administrations. British 
academic anthropology is in the main oriented towards teach- 
ing, and continues to show a reluctance to apply knowledge. 
The reluctance is rooted in the last two hundred years of 
British academic traditions and ideology. Knowledge must be 
practical if it is to be applied and utilized in Third World 
situations, Ir is of little relevance to know that a paper has 
been read in a small department in the West, to a group of 
two dozen specialists, and accepted as successful, What we 
are concerned with is, how this knowledge can benefit large 
groups of people in predicaments where they need help. If 
local sociologists and anthropologists are available, that 
would be of maximum benefit to all parties. But an area 
specialist who has worked in a Middle Eastern tribal society 
with generally similar religious, geographical, and economic 
frameworks as the Pathans, will have little difficulty in rapidly 
knowing and understanding Pathan structure. 
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An anthropologist must be attached to every major 
administrative unit of the relief agencies, particularly in the 
field, We cannot expect government offices to respond to this 

stion, for anthropology as a discipline, and the anthro- 
pologist as a specialist, have not yet arrived in the planning 
centres of the less developed countries. Anthropology is still 
a relatively new subject in these areas. For example, the 
Planning Commission of Pakistan, a highly prestigious and 
established division of government, does not hire a single 
anthropologist or sociologist to help it formulate its national 
plans, One may expect a response from the relief agencies 
with their vastly superior resources and presumably superior 
attitudes to knowledge and development. 

Planning Commissions in less developed countries are 
invariably overstaffed with ‘transport economists’, ‘regional 
economists’, ‘agricultural economists’, and economists of other 
varieties, This plethora of economists in Pakistan is a result 
of the Planning Commissions in the sixties when the Harvard 
Group, and other such groups were influential in shaping the 
intellectual mould of the planning processes in Pakistan, 

It was heartening to note that a traditional stronghold of 
the economists, the World Bank, has finally been breached by 
the social scientists and a post of Senior Sociologist created, 
If it has taken the World Bank, with its sophisticated data, 

wipment and approach, so long to recognize the importance 
of sociology, then one can only conjecture how far behind 
are other less sophisticated planning institutions. In the 
meantime, a great deal of time and effort will be lost for the 
relief of the Afghan refugees which could have been salvaged 
to some extent by the inclusion of social scientists. 


NOTES 


1. Por» discussion of eribal growps thar spans the Muslim world, see Ahmed 
and Hart, (editors), op. cit, 1984 
2. For a comprehensive discussion we Abmed, op. «it. 1980, 





11 
Baluchistan: Land and People 


During the last hundred years, Russian moves in Central Asia 
have been watched with wariness from the citadels of power 
in South Asia. Two opposed theories have dictated South 
Asian foreign and frontier policies. One advocated, and was 
called, ‘the Forward Policy’, the other ‘masterly inactivity’ 
The first suggests that the Russians are hell-bent on pushing 
down, through Afghanistan and Baluchistan, to the warm 
waters of the Arabian Sea. They must be stopped at all costs. 
Major campaigns have been fought on this assumption. The 
Great Game between Imperial Russia and Imperial Britain 
was played on the high plateaus, deserted valleys, and among 
remote tribes in Central Asia, Some of the most evocative 
British writings and Imperial names are associated with this 
school: Lord Roberts of Kandahar, Kipling, General Kitchener, 
Lord Curzon and, in Baluchistan, Sir Robert Sandeman 
(after whom Fort Sandeman, the district headquarters, now 
Zhob, was named). The second theory, less adventurous, 
suggested South Asia build strong defences around its 
northern borders and dig its heels behind them leaving out- 
siders to their own devices. 

Now that the Russians are in Afghanistan, supporters of 
the first theory watch developments in and around the 
Baluchistan Province of Pakistan with great interest. Today, 
they argue, if the Russians reached the coasts of Baluchistan 
they would paralyse the shipping lanes bringing oil from Iraq, 
Iran, and the UAE to the West, threaten the Strait of Hormuz, 
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and be poised to strike at Saudi Arabia. The entire geopolitical 
balance between East and West would be dramatically and 
permanently changed. 

In Pakistan, the problem with Baluchistan is its size and, 
partly because of that, its sparse population. Population 
density is 12 people per square kilometre in Baluchistan. 
Demographic figures in Baluchistan translate easily into 
political arguments. For instance, the Baluch have a thin edge 
over the Pathan population in the Province being just over 
50 per cent of the population of about 4.5 million. In 
Pakistan, Baluchistan accounts for 44 per cent of its total 
area of 800,000 square kilometres, but only for 5 per cent of 
its 90 million people. 57 per cent of Pakistan's population 
live in the Province of Punjab but it has only 26 per cent of 
the area. Its population density, 230, explains its needs to 
push into other provinces. 

Large Baluch areas also exist in Iran and Afghanistan, 
There are about 1 million Baluchis in Iran. Indeed Baluch 
leaders like the Khan of Kalat, claim thar Baluchis live in an 
area of over 3 million square miles, the core of which is 
Baluchistan itself, and total about 20 million, Together, this 
area and population form ‘Greater Baluchistan’, 

Baluchistan is a dry, arid, seemingly unending mass of 
desolate mountain and desert, There is no vegetation, rainfall 
a scant 5 inches. Freezing in winter—in places—40°F —and 
hot in summer—130°F—it is a formidable place to live in; 
those who live here are formidable people. ‘The lofty heights 
are our comrades and the pathless gorges our friends’, goes a 
sixteenth century war ballad, Their traditions speak of 
migration from the lands of, and affiliation with, the Kurds. 
At least one major tribe, controlling the Bolan Pass, retains 
the ancestral name, Kurd. Both, Baluch and Kurd, are Sunni 
Muslims, fiercely tribal, and straddle three countries creating 
international political problems for each. The Baluch have 
always had problems with Iran. First with the Shah, who 
banned their dress and customs as barbaric and now with 
Imam Khomeini. 
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Intellectuals go. to lengths to establish Aryan origins, 
innocent of the havoc modern Aryans were playing in Europe 
only a generation ago. In particular, the Brahuis, who 
consider themselves the elite Baluch tribe, are indignant that 
they were considered autochthonous or Dravidian by the 
British, For the Baluch, the pain of the harsh environment is 
attenuated by the tribal code, its mythology, and its structure, 

‘The tribe is a self-contained world. At its centre is the 
Sardar or chief of the tribe. Tall, full-bearded, in flowing 
clothes and heavy turban, the Sardar is not unlike Sean 
Connery playing a tribal chief. He symbolizes Baluch custom 
and tribal tradition. Honour, hospitality, and bravery are 
displayed in his behaviour. The tribe revels in his glory. The 
word of the Sardar is law, his authority total. In an area 
threatened by nature and, often, invading tribes unity under 
the Sardar became the key to survival, The Baluch have a 
saying ‘the Baluch will swear on the Holy Quran but never 
on the head of the Sardar’, 

In turn, Sardars had, over them, Nawabs or Khans who 
headed tribal confederations, The Khan of Kalat, a Brahui, 
was, historically, the most important of these, His ancestor 
had welded the Baluch into a state half-acentury before 
Ahmad Shah created Afghanistan. But it is a state with 
fluctuating borders. Baluch society was essentially nomadic, 
It produced no great cities, no marble wonders, no centres 
of learning, It was also fiercely inturned and isolated. But the 
romantic images of tribal life cannot conceal the extreme 
poverty and harsh living conditions. In particular, women 
suffer, performing, in an endless cycle of drudgery, the daily 
chores, They enjoy no rights whatsoever. But Baluch society 
is changing. 

The factors of change are external and hence create acute 
tension in society. Of these three are worth noting, First, the 
abolition of the Sardari system by, and the politics of, 
Mr.Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in the seventies. Mr. Bhutto hoped to 
end the Sardari system with the stroke of a pen. But in the 
end he had to call in the army to support his action, The 
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years 1973-7 when Bhutto fell from power, are called the 
‘War Years’ in Baluchistan. Along with abolishing the Sardars 
he attempted to encourage the growth of an alternative 
leadership within the tribe. A variety of development 
schemes, hospitals, schools, roads, were also initiated; hitherto 
inaccessible areas were thus penetrated. 

‘The second factor of change lies in the large numbers of 
Baluch who are working across the thin divide of the Gulf in 
the Arab States. These Baluch turn the wheels of the Arab 
Gulf States. They, with their hardy northern neighbours, the 
Pathans, are the two most prominent ethnic groups. They are 
to be seen working on the toughest physical jobs like the 
construction of roads, The Baluch return with money in their 
pockets and other goodies in their possession. A Baluch elder 
told me ‘once we were obsessed with the PCR (Frontier 
Crimes Regulation) but now we are obsessed by the VCR’. 
Quetta now boasts Burger and Video Game Centres. These 
Baluch, mostly from junior lineages or families, also bring 
back new ideas, They desire status and to be heard in society. 

The third factor is the situation in Afghanistan, Only a few 
years before the Russians entered Afghanistan in 1979, a 
vigorous Baluch movement existed. Opinion in it ranged from 
demands for autonomy to independence from Pakistan. This 
is now subdued. Events have overtaken it. 

Some 700,000 refugees, mostly Pathans, have fled from 
Afghanistan into Baluchistan. The demographic balance 
between Baluch and Pathan is thus affected, If the Afghan 
refugees stay on, as many fear they will, Pathans will finally 
be in the majority in Baluchistan. All sorts of political rami- 
fications will result. To start with the name Baluchistan, the 
land of the Baluch, will no longer apply. 

‘The Baluch have encouraged Afghan Pathans to settle in 
the Pathan districts adjacent to Afghanistan and the North- 
West Frontier Province. They are quick to point out that the 
camps of the refugees, Afghan Tented Villages—a name 
coined by Pakistani bureaucracy ~are neither tents nor villages. 
For example, Surkhab, in Pishin District, with an official 
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population of about 130,000, looks like a large town with 
Clean mud houses endlessly and neatly placed together. 

‘The Afghan refugees will thus do what Pathan martial 
prowess failed to do: convert Baluchistan into a Pathan 
majority area. Why did the Pathan momentum lose steam 
and end where it did? Firstly, Pathans tended to settle in the 
better irrigated, cooler, higher, districts, But apart from 
ecology there were other reasons. Blocking their path were 
the two fiercest tribes among the Baluch, the Marri and the 
Bugti. These tribes, themselves, have a history of conquest. 
Baluch invaders have annexed adjoining lands in Sind and 
in the Punjab. 

Baluchis suffer from a sense of deprivation. They feel 
Islamabad has given them a raw deal, They point to their 
own Provincial Government, In 1985 3 of the 14 Secretaries 
and only 1 of the 4 Commissioners were Baluch, Baluchistan 
has the lowest literacy rate, lowest life expectancy, and 
lowest income per capita of the four provinces of Pakistan. 
Extreme Baluch, represented by the Baluch Students 
Organization, see Islamabad as colonizers. They say that as 
an answer to legitimate demands Islamabad has only sent in 
troops, Islamabad points to the millions of rupees poured 
into the development effort; also to corruption (much of 
the money finds its way into private pockets), harsh condi- 
tions, poor communications, illiteracy, and the Sardars as 
hindering development. 

‘The literature on Baluchistan, both in Iran and Pakistan, is 
limited but of high quality. It includes works by academics 
like Professors Stephen and Carroll Pastner, Robert Pehrson, 
Philip Salzman, Brian Spooner, and at the Institute of 
Oriental Studies, Moscow, Professor Yuri Gankovsky. Selig 
Harrisons’s recent book, as the title indicates, In Afghanistan's 
shadow: Baluch nationalism and Soviet temptations, supports 
the thesis which sees Russians pushing through Baluchistan 
to the Arabian Sea. In 1962, on a mission to Pakistan for 
President Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, then a Harvard 
Professor, on being briefed about Baluchistan had said 
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impatiently, “I wouldn't recognize the Baluchistan problem 
if it hit me in the face’. Today, whichever theory one upholds 
it is clear that developments in Baluchistan will determine 


the shape of things to come in South Asia and the Middle 
East. 
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Gilgit: High in the Karakorums 


When Pakistanis put on a show they do it well. The 
Conference on Karakorum culture is one such example, 
Officially called the ‘First International Conference on 
Archacology, Ethnology, History, Art, Linguistics, Languages, 
Folklore, and Social Condition of Northern Areas of Pakistan’, 
it was held in Gilgit, in September 1983. 

Gilgit is 5,000 feet high, surrounded by mountains 10 to 
11,000 feet high, and situated by Gilgit river. This is where 
‘three Empires'—Russian, Chinese, and British met, and 
their representatives played the Great Game. The lives of the 
‘characters’ in the Gilgit drama were full of dash and courage. 
Sir Francis Younghusband and Sir George Robertson 
provided models for the fictional heroes of Kipling and 
Masters, to whom Gilgit was the epitome of the Great Game, 

‘The place names are evocative: Hunza, Skardu, and Chilas 
—and beyond the borders—Yarkand and Kashgar in China, 
The Silk Route, Pamirs, Wakhan, and the Hindu-Kush are all 
related to this area. 

Its great geopolitical strategic importance closed it to 
foreigners’ but did not discourage scholars. Chinese scholars 
like Fa Hien, in the fifth century and Hiuen Tsang, two 
centuries later, recorded their observations on their way to 
pilgrimage in India. 

The area was visited by Sir Aurel Stein, He last visited 
Chilas at the age of 80, Scholars like Lorimer, a Political 
Agent, Gilgit, Leitner, and Morgenstierne contributed to 





GiLerr 193 


studies of the region. Joseph Wolff, an American missionary, 
crossed the Hindu-Kush stark naked. The visitor had to be 
eccentric or brave. The terrain discouraged travel. 

The Karakorum mountains are among the highest in the 
world, The Godwin Austen, popularly known as K-2, after 
geometrical figures and second to Everest, is 28,251 feet. 
‘Two Italians conquered the K-2 in 1954, shortly after Everest 
was conquered. These mountains are also among the most 
difficult to climb, Nanga Parbat—the naked mountain—is 
26,600 feet high. It has a treacherous and fatal reputation, 
‘The world’s largest glaciers outside the polar regions are also 
found here and have earned it the title of *the third pole’. 
Hispar—and there are more like it~is about 40 miles long 
and 3 miles wide. It moves slowly, a few feet a month. The 
yak roams these mountains and so does, according to legend, 
the Yeti, the abominable snowman. 

‘The relationship between ecology and society is vividly 
illustrated. The people are hardy. The need to resist invasions 
resulted in state formation. Tiny dynastic states, such as 
Nagar and Hunza, were scattered in the area and ruled by 
Mirs and Rajas. At least five major distinct languages are 
spoken, Shina being dominant. 

Shina contains many words similar to Pukhto: zai, place; 
surey, man; brastan, quilt. So remote are these people that 
until recently some tribes claimed they were descended from 
‘Abu Jahl, one of the Holy Prophet's most implacable 
enemies. Their wooden graves were marked with birds. Abu 
Jahl, they claimed, became a bird and flew here from Arabia. 
Only recently did elders become conscious of the impli- 
cations of the name, Do these Pukhtun and Arab associations 
hint at the origin of these people? 

Today, their total population is about half a million of 
which over 50 per cent are Shias. Gilgit has a concentration 
of Ismailis. 

The single most important factor in the history of this 
region is the Karakorum Highway (KKH). Ir is destined to 
change social and economic life. For example, cea followed 
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the KKH. This highway connects Islamabad to the Pakistan- 
Chinese border at the Khunjrab Pass via Mansehra, Thakor, 
Besham, Chilas, and Gilgit (about 600 miles). 

‘After Thakot, the KKH runs along the river Indus, rising 
and falling with the mountain contours through deep gorges 
and over high passes. It is a miracle of engineering ~some 
‘enthusiasts call it the eighth wonder of the world, Sheer rock 
masses, 3 to 4,000 feet high, hang over the KKH with 
imposing but deceptive beauty. 

Signs warn travellers: ‘Notorious killing zone. Stones fall 
without notice’, The bridges and culverts are Chinese, Their 
exquisite dragons still sit over bridges. The construction of 
the KKH is said to have cost anywhere over 500 lives, one 
human per mile, at least. There is a Chinese cemetery and 
garden in Gilgit to commemorate the Chinese who died 
during construction. 

‘The KKH reflects the geopolitical needs of Pakistan in a 
different era, Today, with the Soviets at the Khyber Pass, 
and Pakistan cut in half, the geopolitical balance of South 
‘Asia has changed. The KKH was begun in Ayub Khan's days, 
when friendship with the Chinese was seen as a keystone in 
foreign policy. 

The KKH thus negated the philosophy of the British 
political officers whose aim was to keep out ‘foreigners’. 
Some would be turning in their graves at the thought of the 
Conference in Gilgit. 

‘The Conference was organized by Professor Karl Jettmar, 
of Heidelberg University who has been working here for the 
last two decades, and Professor A.H. Dani of Quaid-i-Azam 
University, It highlighted the collaborative work of Jettmar 
and Dani, under the auspices of the Pak-German Anthropol- 
ogical and Archaeological Research project. The work of 
these scholars represents a happy union between Anthropol- 
ogy and Archaeology. Some 125 delegates were invited from 
15 countries. 

The Germans, who have ahead start because of their project, 
were most prominent; about 24 came. Among the distin- 
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guished guests were Professors Anne Maric Schimmel, Klaus 
Ferdinand, Gherardo Gnoli, and Hermann Berger. The last is 
one of the world’s authorities on the Burushaski language, 
one of the rarest languages of the world, spoken in Hunza 
and near the Chinese border. 

The Mir of Hunza was also present. In addition, several 
Ambassadors, Generals, and senior civil servants attended, 
Also present were two Conservative leaders from Britain— 
Julian Amery, M.P., and Colonel Neil McLean, ex-M.P. 

At least one Buddhist monk in sacred robes and with 
shaved head was to be seen. There were some touching 
moments. Pat Emerson read her husband's paper based on 
his field work in Baltistan. Professor Richard Emerson who 
had died recently was scheduled to speak at the Conference. 
As a gesture to the Buddhist heritage of the area the monk 
was asked to recite from the sayings of the Buddha when the 
Conference was formally closed. 

Funds came from UNESCO and the Government of 
Pakistan. It was the first international conference held in 
Gilgit and of its kind in Pakistan, It was also the biggest 
collection of foreigners the Northern Areas have scen. 

With many of the world’s most recognized experts present, 
the papers were of high quality. Professor Georg Pfeffer, who 
flew in from the IUAES Conference in Vancouver, stated in 
his speech they were of a much higher quality than the ones 
he had heard in Canada. Unfortunately, the papers had to 
be rushed due to the number of speakers. 

Above all, it was a unique opportunity to hear experts 
and meet them in rather unusual circumstances. And perhaps 
this was the main strength of the Conference, It allowed 
people from different countries but in related fields to meet 
each other. Professor Schimmel felt it was the most 
important international conference in this field in decades. 

In terms of method, the Conference underlined the 
importance of the interdisciplinary approach to the study 
of Karakorum culture. Linguists, anthropologists, archaeol- 
ogists, art historians, and that dying—or perhaps dead— 
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breed of political officer who wrote about his charge (like 
Lorimer) all have to learn from each other. Here there is layer 
on layer of great world cultures and great world religions: 
Islam on Hinduism, Hinduism on Buddhism, and so on (for 
cxample, the swastika motif in the wooden mosques which 
goes beyond Hinduism to Buddhism). 

‘The Conference was a credit to the Government of Pakistan, 
‘The arrangements were meticulous; just the logistics of travel 
and accommodation were a nightmare. Gilgit laid out the red 
carpet. Buntings and banners welcomed the delegates. Folk 
dances and dinners were laid on. And a special match of 
Gilgit polo. The game in Gilgit is played with wild vigour and 
few rules 

Afcer special permission was granted by the President of 
Pakistan, since the area is strictly off-limits to foreigners, the 
delegates were taken to the Khunjrab Pass. They lunched 
with the Mir of Hunza, and spent the night at Gulmit, just 
short of the Pass. 

Hunza is the Shangri La of western writers, They fell in love 
with the idea of Hunza. It was a convenient myth. Europeans 
and Americans, sick of overcivilization, looked for unspoilt 
places and people. Best sellers were written on Hunza. Here 
was a valley, high up in the highest mountains of the world; 
isolated and scenically beautiful forming perfect picture- 
post-card scenery. Its people were fair and healthy. There was 
no crime or conflict, People were content. There was even 
a legend that gave them a European connection, They were 
said to be descended from Alexander's troops. And they 
enjoyed, extraordinary longevity and excellent health. ‘The 
people of Hunza, along with the ruler, the Mir of Hunza, did 
not discourage these stories. I was told of an old man about 
80, Jano, who was produced for foreigners with the claim 
that he was well over a 100 years, 

Westerners came to Hunza to learn its secrets of longevity. 
Was it the apricot? The glacial water? (Muddy, but said to 
contain minerals, like iron.) The climate? Or, the local wine, 
‘Hunza water’? Perhaps these physical factors are a red 
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herring. The explanation may lie in social behaviour and 
organization. Traditional life is relaxed (wine and dances), 
there is no coercive authority (no state police or army), no 
one is excessively rich or poor (average landholdings are 
about 1 to 2 acres per household), the population is small 
(50,000), and the community is homogencous (the Ismaili 
sect of Muslims). Women do not wear ‘parda’ and mix quite 
easily with men. One has only to visit Swat to witness oppo- 
sing social factors on every count and therefore a tense 
society. But the question is: why did Hunza alone capture 
the imagination of the world? Perhaps the single most im- 
portant factor is the Ismaili belief of Hunza. 

1 suggest a team of social and medical anthropologists 
undertake a study in Hunza to examine these questions. 
Apart from telling us about Hunza society it will also throw 
some light on why people visiting Hunza need the myth of 


longevity. 

The Aga Khan is a regular visitor to and source of strength 
for Hunza, His patronage ensures national and international 
support for his followers. In turn, they are devoted to him, 
When he visits Karimabad as many as a 100 marriages take 
place so that the couples may be blessed by him, 

‘The Mir supports the Aga Khan who in turn supports him 
politically and financially (presently with a very active Aga 
Khan Rural Support Programme). 

The Khunjrab Pass, and the drive up to it, is Central Asian 
fantasy. Professor Schimmel, whose Sufism is never far from 
the surface, was in an ecstatic trance; ‘this is the seventh 
heaven’, she kept murmuring. 

Chinese border guards greeted the delegates, a minor army 
in a dozen vehicles, who took photographs for over an hour. 
The height of the Pass, over 16,000 feet, causes dizziness for 
lack of oxygen. 

‘On the way up is Indira Nala and Indira Qila—named after 
Hindu gods, and Jong before the Indian Prime Minister. 

Marco Polo sheep, named after the Italian traveller, the 
ibex and the yak are found here, 





198 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


‘The rock engravings, so far seen mainly along the river 
Indus, reveal a rich source of Buddhist, Hindu, and prehistoric 
art, One is just outside Gilgit at Kargah, a perfect standing 
Buddha. 

‘There is enough here to fire the imagination of the scholar. 
This is virgin territory for anthropologists and archaeologists 
with a sense of adventure. And a reputation may be made 
here. 
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The On-Farm Water Management Project: 
Honour, Power and Agnatic Rivalry 
in Rural Pakistan 


Agrarian economic development schemes do not operate in 
a vacuum, but are embedded in the social structure and are 
influenced by the social organization of the community, The 
discussion that follows, suggests that beneath the diverse 
cultural and structural forms of Pakistan, a tribal structure 
may be perceived, The structure possesses two characteristic 
features: life is based on some understanding of the notion 
of honour (especially related to women), and on rivalry that 
is largely expend through agnatic or cousin enmity (called 
tarboor in NWEP and sharika in the Punjab, this cousin 
is usually the father's brother's son), The desire for honour 
and agnatic rivalry are converted into a desire for power. It 
is a zero-sum situation: the more power cousin A has the 
less his rival, cousin B, will have. Every power unit added to 
A subtracts power from B. In certain places, as in the NWFP, 
this is the only model (see also Part One, chapter 3 and 
Part Two, chapters 5 and 8); in other areas, as in Punjab, this 
pattern is blurred, while in Sind it is fused and sometimes 
converted into a feudal order. Irrigation schemes, including 
the On-Farm Water Management Project (OFWMP), affect 
such traditional structures and organizations and, in turn, are 
affected by them. 

Also influencing development projects is the administrative 
apparatus that deals with issues of law and order, revenue 
collection, and water distribution. For this project, the 
administrative structure incorporated the On-Farm Water 





200 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


Management Project. The latter was indeed an important 
factor. To assess the impact of the Project, it is necessary first 
to deal with the social structure and administrative frame- 
work, 

My questionnaire elicited information focusing on the 
following issues in society: the code of behaviour; the 
concepts of ‘tribe,” ‘caste,’ and ranked hierarchies; memory 
of agnatic ascendants (in support of lineage status); 
prevalence of endogamy and exogamy (marriages are almost 
entirely homogamous); household composition; physical 
description of respondents; emigration; and the role of 
religion in decision-making. The questions were structured to 
throw light on larger issues. For instance, the code is 
consciously upheld by senior lineages who maintain memory 
of their ancestry and who also maintain group purity through 
endogamy, These groups look and appear better fed and 
healthier than junior or depressed lineages. It is these groups 
who can afford to emigrate. 

Related studies have been conducted previously, Although 
they are based mostly in one Province—Punjab, they con- 
tribute to our understanding of the problems, However, in 
some of them, important conceptual errors have been 
introduced, such as the common use of ‘caste’ for tribal or 
occupational groups! ‘Caste’ has specific associated religio- 
cultural characteristics in South Asia, which include 
commensal rules. 

The question when dealing with a large and socially 
complex nation like Pakistan is: can we talk of one universal 
structure? The administrative structure is indeed central and 
identical in all parts of the country. It is divided in a series of 
descending hierarchies. The key figure is the District 
Commissioner, a mid-level career official, and the key unit is 
the district under his charge? (See also Part Two, chapter 5.) 
Although the administrative structure is central, locating a 
common social structure presents problems. Before dealing 
with the major ethnic zones separately, we will briefly 
present an all-Pakistan picture, 
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Pakistan is an agricultural country with more than three- 
quarters of its population directly dependent on agriculture. 
Pakistan may be viewed socio-culturally as a single unit; this 
assessment is supported by its geography and its predomin- 
antly agricultural economy, which interlock the various 
regions, The river Indus and its supporting irrigation net- 
works constitute the core agricultural area of Pakistan, an 
area with complex and extensive irrigation systems and fertile 
lands, In this area lie most of the estimated 87,000 water- 
courses of Pakistan. The area is ly coincidental with, and 
a consequence of, the Indus river basin. The water imprave- 
ment projects I visited were in this core area of Pakistan. 
‘The other areas of Pakistan are peripheral to this core area. 
In the core area, access to irrigation ss the key to social status 
and economic wealth, As we will demonstrate in the follow- 
ing sections, it also provides a critical vehicle for the articul- 
ation of the primary theme of village society in Pakistan: the 
concept of honour, known as izzat and ghairat, 

Since Pakistan's creation in 1947, an entire generation has 
come of age within its present boundaries. This generation 
shares major historical experiences and, above all, a common 
language, Urdu —however imperfectly it may be employed in 
the hinterlands. It is pep because of these similarities thar 
common problems of the project are found throughout the 
land, Whether a Sindhi or NWFP landowner, members of this 
generation will respond along similar lines to the questions 
posed to them: the head-enders are less satisfied with the 

roject than the tail-enders; the representative of the senior 
io wishes to manipulate his role of Chairman of the 
Water User's Association to strengthen his position against 
his lineage rivals, 

However, distinct structural and organizational differences 
lie beneath the socio-cultural and, to an extent, the linguistic 
similarities. These must be understood to make sense of how 
and why people behave as they do. Iris essential to differen 
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tiate between tribal and peasant characteristics to avoid mis- 
using the concept of ‘caste’. Tribal society is organized on 
segmentary principles, and decisions are made on the basis 
of kinship —one characteristic of segmentary societies is that 
lineage memory is important as a diacritical feature. NWFP 
tribesmen will recall five to six generations of male ascend- 
ants whereas Punjab villagers have little memory beyond two 
to three ascendants. In contrast, peasant society is based on 
villages that are largely socially and economically self- 
sufficient. One characteristic of village society is its encapsul- 
ation within larger state systems and its domination by their 
official representatives. 


The North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) 


In the Tribal Areas, the NWFP provides us with excellent 
material for the conceptualization of the least encapsulated 
society. The international border tribes such as the Afridi, 
Mohmands, and Wazir are included in this area. Here people 
are free to organize their lives as they will. The criminal and 
revenue laws of Pakistan do not apply. The people live 
according to a traditional tribal code which has been called 
for centuries the Puklitumwali, or the Code of the Pukhtuns. 
They are egalitarian in the extreme. Hospitality, revenge, and 
courage are primary features of their code, which often 
articulated through agnatic or cousin rivalry and situations 
involving the honour of women. Death may be the result in 
some cases involving the code: a wife or sister suspected of 
infidelity may be peremptorily shot. This society can be 
considered to be nang, or honour-based? (See also Part One, 
chapter 3.) 

In contrast, the Pukhtun tribes in the other half of the 
NWEP operate within the administrative structure of Pakistan. 
While upholding the code, they encounter the laws of the 
land. A wife or sister cannot be shot without invoking the 
Criminal Procedure Code. In addition, social and economic 
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hierarchies based on vast irrigated landholdings have emerged 
within tribal groups, displacing the original egalitarian tribal 
structure, 

With the disturbance of the essential egalitarianism of the 
Tribal Areas, social relations have come to be based on land- 
ownership; those who own land and those who work on the 
land paying qalang (rent and taxes). This group can be called 
the galang society. Charsadda and Mardan, the richest areas 
of the NWEP, provide the base for the qalang group. The 
Yusufzai are the dominant tribe here. However, the situation 
is more complex than this. Between the nang groups in their 
barren mountains and the galang groups on their vast irrigated 
demesnes are another emerging group: those who own and 
work 1 to 10 acres of land and who can be called peasant 
farmers. These are based largely in the Peshawar valley and 
are a mixture of various tribes such as the Khattaks, 
Mohmands, Afridis, and even such non-Pukhtun tribes as the 
Awans. (See also Part Two, chapters 6 and 9.) Irrigation 
schemes carly in this century and the introduction of ferti- 
lizers and better seeds have benefited these tribes, who form 
a hardworking, economically independent group, 


Punjab 


Although it is tempting to suggest that in Punjab, the nang- 
qalang tribal categories give way to a peasant oF agriculeural 
one, it would not be an entirely accurate statement, Tribal 
structures are perceptible beneath the otherwise schematic 
and tidy “model” vileges of Punjab. Rivalries are often based 
‘on agnatic tensions or on local understanding of honour, 
whether one is a Rajput or Arain. In certain villages, agnatic 
rivalry expresses itself through the establishment of separate 
mosques, even though both rival parties belong to the same 
sect. 

Change from a tribal model came about through the intro: 
duction of the pioneer agricultural community that was settled 
here by the British in the last century. The British simply 
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moved in with maps and rulers and demarcated 25 acre 
squares called chaks within which farmers were settled. The 
British thereby created a new community of small to medium 
sized farms that was not based on religion or tribes. The land 
was supported by a complex and extensive system of canals, 
‘The famous canal colonies of Punjab had their origin here. 

For the British, Punjab was a model province. It was a 
colonial experiment in agricultural organization that worked, 
‘The idea behind it was simple. When they conquered Punjab 
from the Sikhs, the British inherited a vast, sparsely populated, 
but potentially rich land, Because the post-Mutiny (War of 
Independence) era after 1857 required a new approach to 
India, the British decided to experiment. Irrigation schemes 
were launched, and lands were allotted in neat parcels to 
various categories of loyal subjects, irrespective of their 
religion or caste (although the caste schema was maintained 
in the village). Three features characterized the experiment: 
the opening of new lands (the canal colonies); the ethnic and 
religious mix of the population (Sikh, Hindu, and Muslim); 
and the high turnover of ownership (as sons drifted to urban 
centres). These features, which are still recognizable today, 
contrast with conditions in the NWFP and Sind. 

However, an older tribal structure is clearly perceptible in 
Punjab, This older structure, which provides the base for the 
qalang groups, is led by traditional (Rajput) families and 
provides men for high offices in Pakistan? The other group, 
the small independent, industrious peasant-proprietor working 
his few acres, is the backbone of the agriculture of Punjab. 
The Rajputs, who were once the warrior aristocracy of 
northern India, have a saying that provides insight into their 
behaviour: jan jae par izzat na jace (one should lose one’s life 
rather than one’s honour), But the majority of members are 
not entirely motivated by a tribal nang code. In the act of 
becoming settlers and farmers, their memory of a tribal code 
suffered, Their code is now that of the peasant farmers, not 
of the nang tribesmen, and the rhythm of their lives takes its 
cue from the agricultural seasons. 
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A good example, because it is so visually striking, of the 
structural and organizational differences between the two 
categories in Punjab is found in the chaks, fields of Zafarabad, 
near Sahiwal, Those fields owned by the Rajputs, large land- 
lords living in Sahiwal or Lahore, are neglected. The water- 
courses are crooked, untidy, and, in some places, 10 to 12 
feet deep. Almost 10 to 15 per cent of the land is lost to wild 
grass. The landlords are jealous of their feudal privileges, but 
in a changing world they do little else but hunt and show 
hospitality. They prefer to live in the towns. Across the canal 
are the lands of the small Arain farmers whose lives are a 
complete contrast. They cultivate their own lands, and the 
watercourses are neat, tidy, and well-maintained, The farmers 
themselves point out the differences. ‘Those people’, they 
observe pointing across the canals, ‘kill themselves for honour, 
hospitality, and enjoyment. We work our own lands’. (Sec 
also Part Two, chapter 9.) 

‘The small farmer is industrious and law-abiding. It is this 
group that is the secret of the success story in Punjab. Their 
average landholding in one of the most fertile districts, 
Sahiwal, is 6 acres, whereas in Punjab, the average is 13 acres, 
In my interviews with them, I learned that they lived on the 
land and worked it themselves and, therefore, spoke from 
experience. They also appeared highly responsive to sugges- 
tions for improvements in yield and quality of crops. Although 
the traditional tribal code is clearly subordinate to the agri- 
cultural one, the picture is not quite so simple. The Punjabi 
farmers’ agricultural drive is not entirely the result of the 
Protestant ethic; in certain cases agnatic jealousy helps moti- 
vate individuals. (In one village, Christians abandoned their 
code to adopt one based on agnatic rivalry, and the split 
marred Christmas festivities and Church organization.) 

A typical chak village in Punjab is neatly structured, with 
three distinct categories living in three areas reflecting social 
status and function. The first are the agriculturists, the 
zamindars, or owners of land. Social and economic positions 
here coincide (qalang Khans, like Choudries in Punjab, mean 
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owners of land)’ These are members of the dominant tribes 
of the Punjab, the Rajput, Gujar, or Arain. Among. these are 
the Choudry (or Choudries) the informal elder or head of the 
community, and the lambardar, the officially appointed village 
representative whose main duty is to collect revenue. The 
lambardar was given one moraba (25 actes) by the British asa 
sign of their favour to use as long as he lived. 

"The second group may be called the Muslim religious 
group. Traditionally, they do not own land and remain 
neutral in agnatic politics. The group is a living reminder of 
the duties of religion. It consists of holy lineages like the 
Sayyeds (descendants of the Prophet). The Aullah, or 
religious functionary, who supervises rites de passage and 
lives in the mosque, is another member of this group. How- 
ever, during the colonial period, the British had placed him in 
the third category, that of the non-landowning kammis (from 
kam or work) occupational groups, a deliberately insulting 
action. 

Kammis do odd jobs and serve as the tenant force for the 
zamindars. Of these, the most important are the carpenters, 
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the barbers, and the blacksmiths. Also included in this group 
are the Christians, many of whom converted from low caste 
Hindu groups. Punjab villages have 10 acres of land set aside 
(previously, they had one moraba) for the use of this group 
as long as it serves the village. Payment to this group was 
traditionally made in kind rather than cash. The politics of 
the last 10 years has transformed them into an assertive class- 
conscious group rejecting its inferior social status. 

‘The changes in attitude of the kammis have resulted in the 
zamindars becoming more self-reliant. Sons and cousins who 
would have drifted to towns now stay to work on their lands. 
Life for the kammis is hard. The life of the South Asian 
peasant was once idealized in studies of village life. The 
villager was seen as an uncomplaining, sturdy, contented fellow 
living within a self-sufficient universe. When we attempted to 
discover this purer, happier life in the village, we found that 
this is not a true picture. Recent studies point out the harsh 
realities: the insecurity, rising prices, and changing social 
conditions. These studies express ‘the peasant view of the bad 
life's 


Sind 


In terms of cultural complexity, Sind presents the most 
interesting picture. It has a history dating back to Mohen-jo- 
Daro (2500 BC). Its conversion to Islam came with the 
dramatic incursion into South Asia by the Arabs, led by their 
general, Mohammad bin Qasim, in 712 AD. It was ruled by 
Sindhi dynasties and the Baluch Talpurs before the British 
annexed it. The continuing social complexity of Sind results 
from its mixture of a large indigenous Hindu population 
(about 1 million) speaking Sindhi, and a larger refugee popu 
ation (about 6 million) who arrived in 1947. Language 
became a key feature of group-boundary maintenance between 
them. These two groups form a large percentage of Sind’s 
total population of 13 million. 





208 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


Sind’s vast deser* areas with their limited irrigation facilities 
have led to a crude method of survival of the fittest: the 
dominant groups are placed along the watercourses, These 
lands have supported a distinctly feudal social structure, The 
lords of the lands (Rais in Baluchi groups and Vadera in 
Sammat Sind groups) fit the classic qalang mould. Their 
tenants, the haris, are a mixture of ethnic groups, poorer 
fellow-tribesmen, nomads, and Hindus. The haris share the 
crops they produce on a fifty-fifty basis. They also tend to 
stay located on one estate and, in spite of working the land, 
are barely able to make both ends meet. The barren landscape 
and proximity of large cosmopolitan urban centres tempt the 
qalang lords to leave their lands in the charge of a trusted 
servant, the kamdar. The kamdar, for a fixed pay and certain 
other benefits, administers the lands for his absentee master. 
Paradoxically, Sind provides a good example of soccefal 
water improvement projects. As the Leen? are large and 
the pints rests gai ates person, the levelling, straighten- 
ing, and maintenance of the course present no problems, 
Problems will arise, however, if the kamdar should become 
indifferent to his master’s interests (indeed, we saw some 
poorly maintained watercourses on such estates). 

The interaction of administrative and social structure is 
clearly illustrated in the water problems here, A ‘difficult’ 
hari will find himself involved in a false criminal case with the 
police. The lord, who engineered the drama through informal 
contacts, will then intervene to extricate the hari, He will 
provide sureties for his tenant, so the haris is now bound to 
future good behaviour. 

Needless to say, the village structure here does not follow 
the schematic pattern of Punjab depicted earlier. Settlements 
are divided into permanent and central ones of the lord and 
clusters of temporary mud huts of the hari in the fields. 

Another relevant element of the cultural context of the 
OFWMP in Sind relates to the role of the Sufi-an ascetic, 
mystical Muslim sect. Sufi organizations have traditionally 
provided a ‘safety valve’ for the depressed in Sind society, It 
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is no wonder that the great Sufic poets of Sind, who were 
widely venerated in the countryside, couched their message in 
a populist idiom, Their leadership, example, and language still 
provide a potent and coherent sense of identity for the non- 
privileged of the land. The Sufis have traditionally challenged 
the tyranny of the rich and privileged. The contrast between 
Sind and Punjab (and the Peshawar valley agriculturists) in 
this regard is pronounced. Cultural themes dominate economic 
ones. There is a deep Sufic influence —intensely religious, 
other-worldly, ecstatic behaviour—in Sind. The Sufi—or his 
tomb-provides a deeply emotional point of social focus. 
Sufi ideology, articulated in themes of universal populism, 
dominates social life. The Punjab farmer is, in comparison, 
more pragmatic and his interests primarily focus on issues of 
crops and yields. 

An interesting study could be based on the question of 
whether the Sufi orders of Sind have converted into economic 
organizations such as the notably successful Bamba of Senegal 
(in their ground-nut schemes) or the Tijanyya of West Africa 
(monopolizing trade), and if not, why not? 


Hydraulic Society Concept 


Although there is not sufficient space in this volume to treat 
it, the OFWMP offers a point of contact with the so-called 
‘hydraulic society’—a society structured around large irri- 
gation works—and suggests a subject for further investigation, 

The central agricultural region of Pakistan, especially 
Punjab, provides perhaps the most successful example of the 
*hydraulic society’ created by the British in the last century 
in their Empire, The interesting process whereby vast, irti- 
gated, land systems created and supported an organized 
and centralized bureaucracy and state, termed ‘Oriental 
Despotism'? was here reversed. The British, through their 
organized bureaucracy, created extensive irrigation systems 
when they opened the canal colonies of Punjab and brought a 
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hydraulic society into being. As mentioned earlier, the older 
tribal lines are still perceptible despite more than three gener~ 
ations of this society. The ‘Occidental Despotism’ thereby 
raises fascinating issues with far-reaching social and political 
tamifications. One characteristic of hydraulic societies is 
their malleabiliry when confronting centralized authority. 
The individual whether he be an Egyptian fellak by the Nile 
or a peasant by the Euphrates or the Yangtze is vulnerable 
and helpless when confronting the power of the state. He 
submits easily to authority. This attitude is in sharp contrast 
to that of the nang tribesman who possesses the capacity to 
pack and move into the interior, thereby escaping the state. 
He is mobile, unlike the peasant whose land defines and binds 
him. 

It would be instructive to examine similar hydraulic socie- 
ties in a global context, especially societies that approximate 
village life in Pakistan in ecological or historical background 
such as east Punjab in India or parts of Egypt. Do traditional 
codes survive hydraulic societies? If they do not, can the 
re-emerge in situations of change? If we were to attempt 4) 
an exercise, we would be able to develop universal models 
which would illuminare not only social structure and organiz~ 
ation in rural society but also could interpret processes of 
change. 
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Nomadism as Ideological Expression: 
The Gomal Nomads 


Data for this case-study were gathered during the period 1 
was Political Agent in South Waziristan Agency (1978-80), 
where some groups of the nomadic Suleman Khel and Dottani 
tribes live. These tribes have traditionally used the Gomal 
route to enter Pakistan, along the Gomal river which flows 
from Afghanistan into the Agency to join the Indus near 
Dera Ismail Khan. Over the last two generations some mem- 
bers of these tribes have decided to settle along the Gomal. 
Indeed, their association with the Gomal, reinforced by the 
presence of those who settled here created a name for them. 
‘They are known—and refer to themselves—as de Gomal 
bial, ‘the people of Gomal’, In this chapter, Iwill, therefore, 
refer to the two tribes under discussion as the Gomal nomads, 

Nomad ethnographies have traditionally, and perhaps 
correctly, placed an emphasis on the dominant role of ecology 
as a factor shaping society; indeed, comparative studies have 
almost come to regard nomadism as an ecological adaptation. 
Climate and terrain, availability of pasture and water, and 
types of animals herded, are seen to influence patterns of 
movement and forms of herding and camping associations! 
Thus nomadism is treated as a ‘trait of cultural ecology’, 
characterized by ‘lack of interest in fixed property and fixed 
resources’? Political structures, too, are seen as related to 
ecology? Reflecting another view, Rates* and Irons* 
supported Lattimore’s argument® that nomadism may also be 
seen as an adaptation to the political rather than the natural 
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environment. Although sufficient literature exists on the 
above themes, there isa conspicuous lacuna on the ideological/ 
cultural content of nomadic life as it relates to concrete 
administrative/political zones. The Gomal nomads exhibit a 
defined ideological position which instructs daily life. This 
ideological position offers additional significant explanations 
for understanding Gomal nomads and phases of their seden- 
tarization. 

While agreeing with the main body of literature on nomad- 
ism, perhaps, we may usefully examine ideology as an 
additional factor to ecology in explaining nomadism. My data 
from Waziristan indicates that we should examine ideology 
with specific reference to and within administrative zones 
more closely as an explanation of and for nomadism, It is 
argued here, that the Gomal nomads live in the administrative 
and social interstices of the larger states not by accident but 
by choice, not as victims of ecological conditions but as part 
of a political strategy which expresses explicitly a desire to 
live freely, This feature is perhaps most characteristic of 
those nomadic tribes crossing administrative/political borders 
in South Asia. The state in South Asia is traditionally highly 
centralized, monolithic, and bureaucratic (the Mughal matrix 
being still visible). For the often illiterate, traditional, 
generally poor nomad, the state characterizes vast powers, 
corruption, and impersonal administration. He wishes to 
remain free of its tentacles, He can do so only by movement. 

In addition, nomadic life may be seen as an ideal cultural 
expression or statement of the larger tribal group —usually 
sedentary —to which the nomads belong. Through a nomadic 
existence, certain key features of the larger society are trans- 
lated, expressed, and perpetuated. Nomadism may thus be 
seen as an ideological expression and social extension of 
Pukhtun society reflecting the two major systems within 
which the Pukhtun organizes his life, Pukhtunwali, the Code 
of the Pukhtuns, and Islam, Gomal nomads themselves 
emphasize these sets of ideologies, which presume and pre- 
suppose each other, in explaining their style of life. Indeed. 
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there appears to be a conflation of these two systems as 
reflected in the key features of Gomal life. 

There are two key features of the Gomal ideology: azadli7 
political freedom — owing allegiance to no political system or 
man—and thereby underscoring the unique and direct 
relationship with the one God; and tor or safeguarding honour 
of women, Together these two features permit the Gomal 
nomads the fullest possible expression of ideal Pukhtun values. 

Azadi may be understood—as it is understood by the 
Gomal nomads—in terms of administrative borders and 
structures® In this regard, a serious methodological criticism 
may be levelled at much of the literature on nomadism which 
ignores the existence of the administrative structures within 
which nomads operate. The nomads appear to make moves 
and counter-moves as a response to seasonal/ecological factors 
solely, They seem to operate in an administrative vacuum. 
However, transition from one administrative zone to another 
is a key factor in migration implying vastly differing personnel, 
rules and procedures. One major factor in migration is the 
attempt to escape or, where possible, exploit the administrative 
structures. Mobility allows nomads freedom inconceivable to 
peasant or settled groups. For instance, the Tribal Areas in 
Pakistan, where government presence is minimal, allow the 
nomads almost complete freedom to transport and sell pro- 
hibited commodities. In contrast, this is more difficult in 
Punjab due to different administrative arrangements, The 
escape from and exploitation of these administrative webs 
within which other groups live allows nomads cultural and 
political freedom, Their names appear on no revenue forms 
for taxation or police records for identification. Settled 
Pukhtuns who may be somewhat dismissive about the ignor- 
ance and poverty of nomads, such as the Gomal group, none- 
theless recognize them as an expression of azadi which 
contrasts with their trapped situation within administrative 
and political webs. Their migrations and activities are thus 
viewed as ‘escaping’ between and from different zones rather 
than as response to herding needs. 
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Migration may thus be seen as a political or cultural escape, 
both in a real and symbolic sense, from political zones. 
Indeed, this is how they perceive themselves. Their very 
names powindah ‘one who travels on foot’, and kochi ‘one 
who travels’, both derived from Persian, support this. | will 
also argue, as others have done, that to place nomads in a 
discrete social category with rigid boundaries may create 
methodological problems. Nomadism remains and reflects an 
aspect of its own desire to remain desedentarized. The seden- 
tarization process, perhaps inevitable in the last half of the 
twentieth century, may be a logical state in social and econ- 
omic progress but it also creates serious dilemmas for the 
Gomal nomad, For a start, his understanding of azadi—the 
fundamental nomadic concept ~is compromised, 


Gomal Ethnography 


Let us examine the ethnographic data? The Suleman Khel 
and Dottani, the Gomal nomads of this study, are two of the 
smaller tribes of South Waziristan Agency. The Suleman Khel 
number some 1,513 and the Dottani 2,383 souls, according 
to the Pakistan Census 19722° The tribes are organized along 
segmentary principles familiar in the literature. That is, they 
exhibit ‘nesting’ attributes, are acephalous, egalitarian, trace 
genealogical links to an apical ancestor and are characterized 
as nang or honour-based groups? The tribes are found in 
South East Afghanistan, where their major population lives, 
and also further south east towards the Indus near Dera 
Ismail Khan, The basic socio-economic —indeed political —unit 
appears to be the nuclear family, around the household head 
which includes his wife/wives and offspring organized as a 
‘tentcamp’. The number of this unit is usually between 
12-15 souls, During and for the purposes of migration other 
such units related in the patrilineage join together. 

Pastures in Pakistan are cither those reserved by the govern- 
ment for the nomads, called chiraghan or melagak, or during 
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migration those allowed by local tribes. Migration down the 
Gomal river and into Pakistan takes place annually in autumn 
and they return to their pastures in Afghanistan in early 
spring. Travel is calculated on the basis of a parowa or daily 
span of about 8-9 miles, Their animals are camel, sheep, and 
goat. Horses are rarely used. Although the Gomal nomads are 
reluctant to mention the fact, there is an increasing tendency, 
over the last two generations, to ‘settle’ one male sibling as 
owner of joint property—usually 1-4 acres —along the Gomal 
river. This sedentarization, paradoxically, assists in the azadi 
of the nomads. The sedentarization of one member of the 
family allows them the best of both worlds, To enquiring 
officials, males are perpetually ‘our’ on migration while the 
Gomal house is a useful *hide-out’ in times of trouble across 
the border, 

Both tribes are marginal to the political life of the South 
Waziristan Agency which is dominated by two powerful cousin 
tribes, the Wazirs and Mahsuds, and their intense agnatic 
rivalry"? (see also Part Two, chapter 5), Indeed, the intensity 
of the WazirMahsud agnatic rivalry draws in the political 
administration of the Agency ; their azadi is thus compromised. 
In contrast, the Gomal nomads live outside the sphere of the 
administration. 

The traditional stronghold of the Gomal nomads is the 
Zarmelan plain. The plain is an arid, dusty bowl of rock and 
sand surrounded by desolate and barren mountains, It is 
perhaps for this reason that the Wazirs and Mahsuds have 
allowed the Gomal nomads ownership of Zarmelan. They 
also live along the banks of the Gomal river which allows 
them to cultivate one crop of wheat and barley. 

An important event tying the Gomal nomads to the fixed 
administrative structure of the Agency was the nomination in 
1980 of the Suleman Khel elder, Zarif Khan Kamrani (whose 
genealogy is given on page 218) to the prestigious Agency 
Council. He was the first Gomal nomad to be appointed and 
in time a vocal representative of their needs in Council 
meetings. He was nominated in the hope that, through more 
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active involvement in Agency affairs, the Gomal nomads 
could legitimately demand and obtain more facilities from 
government, The connection would also serve the nomads 
well in the times of trouble that lay ahead in the region. I was 
not to be disappointed. Schools, tube-wells, and roads were 
high on their list of demands—as they were on mine for 
these tribes. Another important development directly related 
to the emerging political situation in the region was the 
establishment of a Scouts"? post on the point where the 
borders of Afghanistan, Baluchistan, and the North-West 
Frontier Province meet, on the banks of the Gomal river. 
Zarmelan today is thus ‘penetrated’. The Zarmelan post 
situated on the vital route used by the Gomal nomads will 
surely affect their traditional movement; it detracts from 
their azadi. It also illustrates what is one of my major argu 
ments in this study, which is to underline the consequences 
of larger political developments on nomadic ideology and life. 


Gomal Genealogy 


The Suleman Khel are one of the larger and better known 
tribes of the Ghileai confederation—the total population of 
which was estimated to be about a million by Robinson’? 
and which is now estimated to be more than doubled, between 
two to three million. The Ghilzais, who have provided ruling 
dynasties in India (1290-1320), and Persia (1722-1729), retain 
a somewhat exaggerated sense of social importance. The 
Dottani, on the other hand, are not Ghilzai, 

The origin of the Ghilzai remains obscure, some commen- 
tators claiming holy Islamic descent for them while others 
point to a Turk origin. Robinson, following Dorn and the 
Mughal historians, relates the story which gives them the holy 
descent and also their name: Shah Hussain, a noble born but 
impecunious Persian, married Matu, daughter of Sheikh 
Bitan, a tribal chief in Afghanistan, after making her pregnant. 
The boy ‘being the fruit of a clandestine amour, was called 
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Ghilzye. Ghil, in the Afghan language, signifying a ‘thief, and 
‘zye’, ‘born, ason'!* The Gomal nomads reject this story and 
explain the name as deriving from ‘khals'—or land they 
owned in Afghanistan—hence ‘khalszoi’—‘sons of the land 
(of khals)’. This, in time, became Ghilzai. Ghilzai, in turn, 
had a son Ibrahim from whom descended Suleman Khan, 
Lodhi is appended to tbrahim—from loe dey—‘he is the 
eldest’—after Ghilzai pronounced Ibrahim as the ‘eldest’ of 
his sons, 

The story of Ghilzai origin establishes two interrelated 
social facts: first, their ‘holy’ descent and second, their ‘non- 
Pukhtun’ ancestry. As a consequence of these facts, the 
Ghilzai are inclined to underscore their ‘Islamic’ character. 

The Ghilzai have traditionally been rivals ro the ruling 
Durrani dynasty for political power. Consequently, the 
Durrani have constantly sought to weaken and divide the 
Ghilzais, especially the Suleman Khel. Amir Abdur Rahman, 
the Iron Amir, is said to have deported about a thousand 
families from each of the leading divisions of the Ghilzai to 
Afghan Turkistan?® It is perhaps no accident that the first 
non-Durrani to rule Afghanistan after the overthrow of the 
Durrani rule in 1978 was Noor Mohammad Tarraki, a Ghilzai. 
Some observers note that Tarraki’s purge of Durranis reflected 
a zeal which was more ethnic than ‘Heological 

Genealogy assumes an exaggerated importance for Gomal 
nomads because of their mobility and the span of their 
migrations, Unlike settled Pukhtuns, they cannot identify 
with known and fixed geographical features such as a valley 
or mountain, Even the Gomal river~which recently has 
given them a geographical association —symbolizes a form of 
freedom, winding its way, as it does, through two countries 
and numerous administrative/political zones, Genealogical 
memory, oral and imprinted in the minds of the elders, is 
thus a key to identity. Almost all the males I talked to, who 
held positions of authority in their camps (elders, sons of 
elders), could trace their ancestry to Suleman Khel. The 
Gomal nomads express their Islamic associations tracing the 
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conversion of Quais, their putative apical ancestor, by the 
Prophet himself. After converting, they explain, he changed 
his name to a more ‘Islamic’ name, Abdur Rashid. 

Below is the genealogy of Zarif Khan Kamrani, the Suleman 
Khel elder. The genealogical links to Isa Khan (Isa is spelt as 
Azi) from Suleman Khel, are also provided by Robinson?” 
The genealogical table makes two points: the importance of 
generation recall to Gomal nomads—up to 14 generations 
linking Zarif Khan with his ancestor Shah Hussain —and the 
suggestion of non-Pukhrun origin of the tribe. The latter 
point, after Ghilzai’s many centuries of assimilation and 
association with Pukhtunwali, is not sociologically important. 
The first point is important: genealogy remains a diacritical 
feature distinguishing Pukhtun from Pukhtun, and Pukhtun 
from nomPukhtun. 


sikh Bice 


Figure 14.1) The Genealogy of Zarif Khan Kamorani 
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Daily Life 


Let us briefly examine the daily activities of the basic unit. 
The basic unit, as stated earlier, is socially, economically — 
indeed to a large extent politically —self-sufficient. The rhythm 
of daily life appears to be unchanged since the last two gener- 
ations at least!* Adult males on the move or in seasonal 
camps are involved in trade deals, temporary manual labour, 
and condueting various forms of politics. The household head 
is the decision-maker and does not hold any official or 
administrative position. Women, as in other Pukhtun tribes, 
lead an exceedingly busy physical life. They cook, clean, sew, 
wash for the household, and also tend the animals. Children, 
from an carly age, assist their parents ~—in the early years the 
mother, and later, the boys are attached to the father. Al- 
though on the surface life is physically hard and unsettled, in 
the daily routine it assumes steady and known patterns. 
Authority is clearly demarcated, as are job roles. Each 
member knows his position in society. 

For other needs, such as making cots, shoes, etc,, the 
qasubgars, or service groups, have been affiliated to the tribe. 
Qasabgars are various supporting professionals such as 
cobblers, goldsmiths, barbers, and carpenters. Ideally, there is 
no intermarriage between qasabgars and the major host tribes. 
The qasabgar does not ‘carry the gun’ and does not own land, 
diacritica which distinguish him from Pukhwun, In time, some 
qasabgar groups, especially among the settled Dottanis, have 
merged with the host tribe assuming their name and creating 
fictitious genealogical links. Genealogy thus remains an 
important diacritical feature for tribes like the Suleman Khel 
who wish to distinguish non-Suleman Khel. We saw above the 
capacity of elders, like Zarif Khan, to recall male ascendants 
up to the apical ancest6r of the tribe. 

Life is hard and luggage is kept—almost by nomadic defi. 
nition—to a minimam. The daily budget is spent largely on 
food items of which the main are tea, sugar, meat, pulses, 
flour, and kerosene oil, The average family —or basic unit — 
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is estimated to spend between 50 to 60 rupees (5 to 6 dollars) 
daily. Milk and firewood are free for the nomads. 

The major expenditure revolves around the rites de passage. 
Marriage is the major and most expensive of these, in part 
due to the actual bride-price payment, followed by rites of 
death, birth, and circumcision, The pattern for the rites de 
passage are familiar from other comparative data on Pukhtun 
tribes!? The low daily budgets and expenditure on rites de 
passage are a consequence of the nomadic life; one that lends 
itself to easy movement at short notice across changing 
borders and zones in South Asia, A factor that supports their 
movements and assists them in mapping strategy is the recent 
arrival of the radio among the Gomal nomads. Almost every 
family unit possesses the radio and the family head is an avid 
listener to national and international news. 


The Ideological Content of Gomal Nomadism 


Turning to a discussion of the ideological content of nomadic 
life, it is seen that the influence and presence of Islam per- 
meates life among the Gomal nomads. Indeed, as they see it, 
Islam is visibly interlinked with their ancestry—traced to 
their holy ancestor Shah Hussain —and their tribal mythology. 
For instance, the Gomal nomads explain the downfall of the 
Ghilzais by a story involving a Pir—saint—and his ‘curse’. 
Apparently, an ancestor of the tribe had displeased the Pir 
who cursed the tribe through khayray, or ‘badoa’ (‘bad 
prayer’). For seven generations, he had predicted, the Ghilzais 
would be dominated by their rivals, the Durrani. A Ghilzai 
proverb claims Badshahi da Durrani, tura da Ghilzai— kingship 
belongs to the Durrani, but the sword (power, honour, etc.) 
belongs to the Ghilzai. The story reflects interestingly on 
history as Durrani rule began in Afghanistan abour seven 
generations ago (allowing about 30 years for a generation). 
Religious. mythology was again sustained for the Ghilzai 
when Noor Mohammad Tarraki, in 1978, came to power in 
Kabul displacing Durrani rule, Their tribe, the Ghilzais, the 
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Gomal nomads point out, have provided a Muslim dynasty in 

India, They have carried the banners of Islam to far points of 

Sne. Asia. Islam and tribal identity appear interlinked to 
em. 

In contrast to the observations of other anthropologists” 
I found the Gomal nomads firm in their allegiance and— 
where locally understood-practice of Islam. Robinson also 
notes, ‘They are generally strict in the performance of relig- 
ious duties’?! For instance, almost every nomad I checked 
wore a religious talisman—taweez—usually verses from the 
Holy Quran —around his neck as a visible symbol of his faith 
and protection against unspecified dangers. 

It appears that a certain myth about Muslim nomads 
possessing ‘a reputation for being poor Muslims”? prevails in 
nomadic studies in spite of general, though scattered evidence 
to the contrary?? My observations corroborate those of 
Evans-Pritchard** who noted that laxity in practice of the 
Cyrenaica Bedouins was not to be understood as irreligiosity, 
Nomads translate various aspects of life into Islamic idiom, 
For example, Lancaster notes the Rwala Bedouin's adverse re- 
action to sedentarization is seen in primarily ‘religious’ terms.* 

Some observers point to laxity in practice as a proof that 
nomads are ‘poor Muslims’, It is noted that fasting during the 
month of Ramazan—one of the five compulsory features of 
Muslim life—is suspended. It is my observation that the 
question of fasting has been misunderstood by many observers 
of Islamic groups, According to Islamic tradition and customs, 
the fast may be legitimately postponed if the person is 
‘travelling’ (on safr—journey). The Gomal nomads who do 
not fast if the month of Ramazan coincides with their 
migration appear to compensate—under Islamic practice — 
the days missed once they have camped for the season. When 
travelling the nomads drop the mafil in their daily prayers. 
They explain this as a special dispensation deriving from the 
time of the Prophet. 

A more useful discussion than the ‘poor Muslims’ versus 
‘good Muslims’ one (and where does that lead us to?— few 
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Muslims however ‘poor’ in practice—will admit inferiority) 
would be to examine the pre-Islamic organization, values, 
etc., that may have been ‘Islamized’ and retained. We may 
thereby learn more about the ideological adjustments between 
Islamic universalism and nomadic particularism, An extension 
of this enquiry relates to the question of tribe and state in 
the Muslim world. As we know the relationship is sometimes 
uneasy and largely undefined, which creates certain tensions 
in the contemporary world, Nationalist governments some- 
times behave as if they possess a monopoly on culture and 
religion, The issue is farther obfuscated by the ‘romantic’ 
view of nomadic life against the ‘realist’ view? The ‘romantic’ 
image, deriving from the ‘noble savage’ prototype, perhaps 
does more harm than good to the object of affection. We 
may avoid this trap altogether if we view nomadism as an 
ideological expression of certain ideals of the larger settled 
group. The nomad, then, may be seen, as reflecting the higher 
ideals of society and not as a cultural aberration left high and 
dry by the ebb and flow of historical progression, 

The nomadic interpretation of Islam may be seen literally 
and simply, as the Gomal nomad sees it, as the submission to 
the one God, Any other relationships makes him uneasy, To 
assert the freedom this relationship implies he must keep 
moving: he must also possess, what Robinson so aptly terms 
‘restlessness in his blood'?? Matters pertaining to geographical 
locality and social relationships are the exclusive domain of 
the camp elder. Through them he ensures his freedom. 

Let us briefly examine how the Gomal nomads may inter- 
pret the laws of tor distinctly from other Pukhtun groups. As 
we know tor, which suggests the violation of the honour of a 
woman, may be converted to spin ~ or white—only by death 
(of the couple involved). Tor, it is locally argued, is both 
Pukhtun and Islamic in concept. The courts and law of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan often take a lenient view of tor 
cases; the accused is considered by the Criminal Procedure 
Code in Pakistan as having acted under “grave provocation’. 
Nonetheless, tribesmen are sometimes involved in lengthy 
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and expensive court cases. In the Tribal Areas, the matter is 
simpler. Society allows killing—vusually by the father or 
brother of the person—in tor cases. However, there are 
various escape routes which men often utilize? New ideas 
and new money have further influenced people on tor cases?” 
In contrast the nomads, living within a whole, viable, defined, 
and recognized wniverse—conceptualized as the basic socio- 
economic unit and during migration the tent-camp—can 
order the speedy implementation of the punishment. Society 
will explicitly approve. Moving from zone to zone, it is easy 
to elude entanglement with local people and administration. 
Few questions are asked and fewer answers provided. The 
nomad carries his secrets with him. Tor punishments, are 
rigidly implemented. Otherwise, it was argued, not only 
morality but social morale, the ideological component of 
society, and ultimately discipline in the unit would suffer. 
‘The last, it was argued, was not possible for the efficient 
organization of a nomadic camp. 

What remains of interest in the situation of the Gomal 
nomads is the pattern of their migrations, They traditionally 
crossed international borders and widely differing ecological 
zones. From the central zone of Afghanistan in auvumn, 
south-east across the mountain ranges, along the Gomal river, 
into the plains of Punjab, sometimes further souch towards 
Delhi and Calcutta, and some, it appears, as far south as 
Australia2® Winter was spent under tent-camps or in neigh- 
bouring villages working as part-time labour. The transition 
from Central Asia into South Asia was signified by the 
compulsory surrendering of arms at the check-posts on the 
borders between Afghanistan and British India. This chapter 
emphasizes the presence of these administrative structures 
and zones as they are not sufficiently dealt with as a factor in 
nomadic life. They are a real and integral part of nomadic life: 
migration routes and camping sites are often selected with 
administrative borders and their personnel in mind. Some of 
the latter are to be avoided altogether, some negotiated, and 
some circumvented. The nomadic encounter with the 
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personnel of the state, especially on thé outskirts or border 
zones, is fraught with possibility for both sets of actors. 

Awareness of their passages through traditionally difficult 
administrative areas, and of the potential to mobilize migra- 
tory tribal networks for the Great Game, played between 
Imperial Russia and Britain, was fully exploited in the last 
and present century. Rudyard Kipling’s horse-trader from 
Kabul, in Kim, personified the tribesman who represented a 
link with Central Asia and the nomadic life. 


Conclusion 


Perhaps the greatest threat to the life-style of the Gomal 
nomads has little to do with the traditional factors of change, 
analysts discuss*! and traditional processes of sedentariz- 
ation?® In the case of the Gomal nomads, geopolitical deci- 
sions made by heads of government have affected their life, In 
the early sixties, President Ayub Khan of Pakistan, reflecting 
the deterioration in the relationship with Afghanistan, ordered 
the closing of the border to the powindahs. This resulted in 
severe dislocation and hardship for them. The Gomal nomads, 
nonetheless, managed to migrate to Pakistan through un- 
frequented paths such as the Gomal route. Their span of 
migration, however, was shortened. While they could pasture 
freely in the Tribal Areas of the Frontier where there are no 
police, fewer reached the Punjab with its complex and 
developed administration networks. When the Russians en- 
tered Afghanistan in 1979, the Gomal traditional life-style was 
once again severely affected, Until that year, their life was 
largely traditional and unchanging in spite of the inconven- 
iences of Ayub Khan's ban on their entry, Even labour oppor- 
tunities in the Arab States, which through remittances sent 
home are affecting other tribes?? were largely ignored, To 
my mind, 1979 is the most critical year—and a turning point 
~in the recent history of the Gomal nomads, It is unlikely 
that their traditional life will be restored fully. Their capacity 
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to express their needs for political freedom by shifting across 
borders will be impaired. This event may enforce sedentariz- 
ation of the Gomal nomads. Nomadism, in any case, is not a 
total social category. A sloughing-off process, as we saw 
earlier, was clearly at work among the Gomal nomads. 
However remote from political life they may have kept 
themselves in the contemporary situation, the Gomal nomads 
find their traditional life disrupted. Apart from a general 
unrest and tension in the country which disallows normal 
migration, many have expressed a desire to take part in the 
holy war —jihad, Azadi is now translated in a directly religious 
idiom which encompasses total social life. Many adults leave 
their families with their kin along the Gomal route and—in 
rotation with agnatic kin—take turns with their dated 303 
rifles to wage jihad in Afghanistan against a supreme military 
power of BA age. This gesture in itself, it could be argued, 


reflects the idealistic content in nomad life and translates as 
the desire to maintain azadi, 
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Can Pakistan be Japan? 
Social Factors in Economic Development 


The President of Pakistan, General Zia-ul-Haq, visited Japan 
in July 1983 and was visibly impressed with what he saw. 
Before General Zia other visitors, ranging from noted world 
economists like Veblen and Rostow to experts—India's Madan' 
and Rustomji and Spare? America's Christopher? Dore* 
Franko’ Mendel’ Reischauer’ and Vogel;* and Singapore's 
Swee?—have been equally impressed by the Japanese model 
of development. ‘And like many foreigners General Zia asked 
why his country, Pakistan, cannot be like Japan?"® The ques- 
tion raises important issues of a sociological nature in order 
to explain Japan's economic success. 

What impressed General Zia? Lessons of high productivity, 
high profits, discipline, and loyalty in firms? Or, like any one 
visiting Japan from South Asia, was he struck with the series 
of contrasts in social and public life: the politeness, the 
orderliness, the cleanliness, and the appearance of formality 
‘or properness in Japan? It is difficult not to be moved like 
General Zia on a first visit to Japan. 

In dress, in standard of living, in their economy, the 
Japanese are like, or better than, most Europeans. Nowhere 
in Asia or Africa can their organization and standards be 
equalled, For Asians, Japan's highly developed world comes 
asa cultural shock; the thought that these are, after all, Asians 
remains in the mind. They are not masquerading as a develop- 
ed ration, they are a developed nation. 

The statistics available for the two nations provide further 
dramatic points of comparison. 
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Japan and Pakistan: Comparisons 


The national statistics—taken almost at random—indicate 
the contrast between the two nations. Japan’s average annual 
per capita income is about 7,000 and Pakistan's 350 dollars. 
Japan has some 40 million motor vehicles, Pakistan not quite 
1 million; Japan has a hospital bed for 92 persons, Pakistan 
has one for every 2,000; Japan has a physician for 782 persons, 
Pakistan one for 3,655;'! Japanese live until 77 years, 
Pakistanis 54; Japan's literacy rate is almost 100 per cent, 
Pakistan's about 20 per cent. The better figures for Japan are 
in spite of the fact that its 120 million people live on 377,682 
square kilometres (spread over four main islands) over 70 per 
cent of which is mountainous (314 persons per square kilo- 
metre) Pakistan's 90 million people are spread over 796,095 
square kilometres (112 ns per square kilometre), 

‘These statistics may (Agen a as indices of immutable 
economic differentiation and for Pakistan of irreversible 
despair. Is there, then, some structural flaw in Muslim society 
and inherent advantages in Japanese society? No. Not so. I 
shall make a brief and schematic presentation of some histori- 
cal dates and events in support of my answer to the question. 

The diametrically opposed paths the two societies took 
will be illustrated by these key dates and events in the recent 
history of South Asian Muslims and Japan. They will also 
help us understand both Muslim and Japanese society in 
better perspective. 

The year 1603 has been a critical one for Japanese history. 
In this year, leyasu Tokugawa, consolidated his authority and 
established the shogunate and the Tokugawa dynasty. Japan 
was ending centuries of what its history had been until then, 
political turmoil and civil strife between competing war lords. 
In contrast, Akbar, the great Mughal Emperor, still ruled 
South Asia. He was to die two years later in 1605. It was the 
zenith of the Mughal Empire. Mughal India then was among 
the most powerful economic and military nations of the 
world, Only a few years before Akbar died, Elizabeth, the 





230 PAKISTAN SOCIETY 


Queen of England, granted a charter to the East India Com: 
pany to trade in India, By 1857, the Company would be the 
direct cause of the termination of the Mughal dynasty in 
India. 

As also, the middle of the nineteenth century when both 
societies, Tokugawa Japan and Mughal India, were dying. In 
Japan, the vigour of Tokugawa rule was long exhausted and, 
in India, the authority of the Mughal Emperor was restricted 
to his quarters in the Red Fort in Delhi. Great events took 
place which would shake the foundations of both societies 
and determine the directions they would take in the coming 
century. In Japan, in 1853, Conimander Perry forced his way 
imo the Tokyo harbour with his gunboats. In India, in 1857, 
the Mughal Emperor in Delhi became the rallying point for 
the widespread rebellion against the British. As a direct 
consequence of these events, one emperor lost and the other 
gained an empire. The last Mughal Emperor was deposed by 
the British in 1857, and the rule of the Meiji dynasty began 
in Japan in 1868. 

Both, Muslim society in South Asia and Japanese society, 
in the middle of the nineteenth century, faced difficult and 
complex choices. Were they to become as much as possible 
like the aggressive and dominant western powers, the British 
in the case of the former and the Americans in the latter, 
who had forced themselves in or were they to shut their 
doors and preserve traditional life and thought? We know 
that both societies made opposite choices. The Muslims, with 
notable exceptions such as the College at Aligarh, preferred 
not to adopt the ways of the British in India, The Japanese, 
on the other hand, threw themselves into learning what the 
West had to teach, After careful research they selected the 
best each nation had to offer: their navy was modelled on the 
British, their law on the French, and their monetary and 
banking systems on the USA, The Prussians provided models 
for an Imperial Constitution and Army High Command 
which, it has been argued, perhaps set the Japanese on the 
toad to Imperial conquests. 
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Less than a century later, in the forties, again two dia- 
metrically opposed pictures are presented by Japanese and 
Pakistani societies. The old Japan was almost hammered to 
death by bombing in 1945 by the victorious Americans. 
In 1947, Pakistan, a new nation, was born from British India 
with high expectations and hopes. 

By the early sixties, Pakistan was considered a model 
developing country. It was the largest Muslim country in the 
world enjoying its longest period of political stability. Its 
progress in industry and agriculture was considered satis- 
factory. The Integrated Rural Development Programme in 
Comilla, (formerly East Pakistan now Bangladesh), attracted 
world attention, including that of countries who would them- 
selves become models in the coming decades, like South 
Korea, Japan was then in the process of rising—strong and 
renewed —from the ashes of the Second World War, Symboli- 
cally, it was just breaking into the world market with its 
Toyotas and Hondas. 

In the eighties, once again, two opposed pictures emerge: 
Japan among the richest (as we saw with a per-capita income 
‘of 7,000 dollars), and most literate (literacy about 100 per 
cent) nations of the world, second in economic power 
perhaps only to the USA—and Pakistan, emerging from the 
political trauma of 1971 during which it was separated from 
its eastern wing, among the poorer (with a per capita income 
of 350 dollars), and less literate ones (literacy about 20 
per cent), 

These snapshot contrasts raise a number of questions. 
What are the factors responsible for Japan's remarkable 
success? What were the social and political pre-conditions 
necessary for these factors to become operative? Can we put 
our finger on one secret? 

One simple answer would be to say that Japan was never 
colonized, at least not quite like India, and thus blame it on 
the Europeans. This is, I fear, a superficial solution. Or to 
discover the Japanese secrets of development, do we examine 
aspects of contemporary Japan which are said to contain 
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them: management technique, educational system, or diet? 
These aspects in themselves are effect not cause of what we 
are seeking. 

It is hard to make up one’s mind but to the social 
scientist perhaps the mystery is not so very great. We will, 
therefore, look for more convincing answers in Japanese 
society and history. 

Japanese economic development can largely be under- 
stood through Japanese social structure and organization 
formed over the last centuries. The argument presented here 
is that the nexus between an act and its consequences, or 
betwecn the failure to perform it and another set of conse- 
quences, is dictated not by nature but is the consequence ofa 
given social structure, In particular, the code, bushido? which 
sustained, defined and interpreted that society must be 
clearly understood. Let me get to the very heart of the 
Japanese matter by discussing the essence of bushido’* 


Bushido; The Way of the Samurai 


‘The main features of bushido derive from Confucian and 
Buddhist preaching and therefore reflect their values. These 
like duty and loyalty to parents and seniors, correct 
behaviour, and acceptance of fate, are Confucian. Frugality, 
simplicity, discipline, and meditation, are Zen Buddhist. 
During the Tokugawa period, from the seventeenth to nine- 
teenth centuries, other characteristically feudal features were 
added to the code. These were haji, shame, yuki, bravery, and 
the cult of katana, the sword!* The social behaviour of the 
ideal samurai approximated to the bushido, 

In South Asia, two groups, one feudal and the other tribal, 
approximate in their codes, which emphasize honour, and 
martial prowess, to bushido, These are the Rajputs'® and 
the Pukhtuns/* In particular, Pukhtunwali, the Code of the 
Pukhtun, with its emphasis on honour, bravery, and tura, 
sword; or, more recently, topak, gun}” resembles bushido* 
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However, there is one critical feature in bushido which 
does not exist in Pukhtunwali. This is the concept of chu or 
loyalty to the master. In Pukhtun society, every man 
considers himself a Khan or chief. Except to God Almighty 
he reserves his chu, Group loyalty or discipline are therefore 
hard to sustain among Pukhtuns. 

The code of bushido was a highly developed social 
philosophy practised by the samurai. It emphasized learning, 
bun, and the martial arts, bu, equally. Thus bun-bu practised 
together pointed to ryo-do, or both ways, on which the ideal 
samurai travelled. If the sword symbolized bu, the elaborate 
tea ceremony symbolized bun. Both concentrated the mind, 
provided balance, and illustrated form. At the heart of 
bushido was honour, 

‘The cult of honour was highly developed in Japanese 
society. With honour was associated the concept of death and 
with that the sword. Mishima was to echo Jocho Yamamoto 
(1659-1719) in the line that caught the imagination of 
modern Japan: ‘1 found that the way of the samurai is 
death’)? Ir is significant that expressions of direct affection 
between man and woman, love or ai, isa recent import from 
and after the American occupation. In the world of the 
aword, there was little room for love. 

Death, even in suicide, was not a simple or haphazard 
affair. h, according to bushido, involved elaborate ritual 
(as Mishima was to illustrate through his own dramatic 
suicide in 1967), Through ritual suicide or seppukw— com 
monly called hara kiri or belly slitting—honour could be re- 
deemed. Thus bushido, in its most tic manifestation, 
was equated to the cule of the sword. 

‘The sword was an integral part of social behaviour and 
organization. The way a samurai sat, or placed his sword, 
indicated his relationships. If the sword was placed on the 
right hand side, it indicated a friendly or social conversation. 
Only the samurai, who wore two and his lady who carried 
a small one to safeguard her honour, were allowed swords. 
‘The sword was always at hand whether sleeping, talking, or 
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negotiating. A folk saying declared: ‘the sword is the soul of 
the samurai’. Folk-tales and literature are associated with the 
sword. One of Rohan’s most famous stories is hitofuri-ken 
(The Sword), The sword of the samurai became a metaphor 
for Japanese society. 

Even today, the fascination with the sword is barely dis 
guised2° The West, and particularly the Americans, meeting 
the Japanese in the middle of the last century for the first 
time, in what would become complex military and economic 
relationships, saw only the bu or martial arts in bun-bu, The 
stereotype has not quite died. The western definition of the 
samurai only mentions bu. For example, The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary defines samurai as a ‘Japanese army officer’ and, 
historically, ‘member of military caste in Japan’. 

Bushido inspired austerity and simplicity in other aspects 
of life: Tokugawa architecture consists of straight lines and 
rectangular shapes; the food is simple, raw fish and 
vegetables;" physical fitness"? and cleanliness are almost 
a social obsession, Greys and blacks were—and are—preferred, 
for instance, in architecture and clothing. Bur-bu balances 
frugality and masculinity, action and contemplation. 

We may refer to our own Japanese model as that of the 
samurai. This model helps explain Japanese society, its 
failures and its successes. But this is not, let me hasten to 
explain, the stereotype model. In the way I wish to employ 
it | have made adjustments in the model. Along with bu 1 
wish to emphasize bun in my samurai model to explain the 
Japanese. So although the samurai represents a man with a 
capacity for violent action, he is also a man capable of 
writing, thinking, and with a sense for aesthetic beauty, The 
samurai model is for the individual, a source of strength, 
discipline, frugality and, above all, loyalty (to the master, 
later nation). It equipped the Japanese to deal stoically with 
the earthquakes, typhoons, and storms that occur so 
regularly in Japan, 

It is not difficult to see these characteristics reflected in 
the modern Japanese, whether fighting the Americans in the 
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Second World War or, in their large industrial organizations 
today. Just as the strength, frugality, and loyalry that 
bushido inculcated, served to make them formidable 
warriors the same characteristics drive them in the large 
economic enterprises today. 

Not only activist intellectuals like Mishima live by 
bushido. Men like Nitobe, who became a Christian, wrote of 
and supported the concept2* Nitobe’s influential work?* 
dedicated to his uncle, acknowledged his admiration for ‘the 
deeds of the samurai’, revealing the themes of bushido: 
‘courage’ (chapter IV), ‘honour’ (chapter VIII}, ‘loyalty’ 
(chapter IX), ‘suicide’ (chapter XII), and, of course, ‘the 
sword, the soul of the samurai’ (chapter XIII). 

For the earliest great classical writers such as Saikaku 
(1642.93) to modern ones like Nitobe or Mishima—or 
those writing today like Fujiwara, including the poets*” —the 
themes of bushido, the essence of the samurai model, are 
central to life and society2* On television, in plays, and in 
dramas, the samurai fascinates Japanese audiences, The 
samurai theme has been popularly translated in the West 
through ‘lms, like The Magnificent Seven and novels like 
Shogun: 

‘The samurai cult inspires society from the profound to the 
pop level: from the ritual suicide of Mishima to the hair- 
styles of Sumo wrestlers and toys for children®® Acall levels 
of society the samurai model is evident, 

‘Through the samurai model, we may understand a range 
of Japanese activities from Iwo Jima, where during the last 
days of the war on a small island, 8 square miles, almost 
23,000 Japanese died rather than surrender to the Americans, 
who suffered about 20,000 casualties; to the kamikaze, the 
suicide pilots, or the Japanese aggressive competitiveness in 
the world of high technology today, 

It is also the samurai model that explains the complex and 
special relationship the Japanese have with the Americans, 
The Americans physically and militarily beat the Japanese, 
They, therefore, deserved honour” (their physical size and 
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white colour also impressed the Japanese)2* However, the 
short history of the Americans and their lack of developed 
culture invited contempt by the Japanese. It is a love-hate 
relationship. 

The ambivalence for things American is a feature of 
Japanese society. Japanese female models, whether on posters 
‘or in stores, look as closely American as plastic surgery can 
make possible, Jeans and sneakers are worn by the young 
generation. Signs of golf practice nets, perched on roofs 
and between buildings, Coca Cola, and Kentucky fried 
chicken are everywhere. The daily English press advertises 
plastic surgery, George Washington societies, and Jeanne 
Dixon horoscopes. In a sense, the samurai acknowledged the 
superior warrior but, being Japanese, Japanized the warrior’s 
customs and values to make them acceptable. The American 
victory was a military not political or cultural conquest. But 
bushido and bumbu, the core of the samurai model, were 
the consequence not the cause of a certain kind of society. 
Let us briefly examine that society in the Tokugawa period, 
from 1603 to 1868 and its transformation in the Meiji 
Restoration from 1868 to 1945. 


The Tokugawa and Meiji Periods: Sociological Foundations 
of Modern Japanese Society 


‘The serious ethnic tensions in South Asia—and anthropol- 
ogists claim that they are the main feature of the region’*— 
have not marked Japanese history. In South Asia, ethnic 
tensions have often been a prelude to political movements 
leading to independent states (as in Bangladesh). In Japan, 
the distinction is between a Japanese and non-Japanese, 
rather than ethnic or sectarian. The Japanese are a distinc- 
tively homogeneous nation. The answer to this lies asmuch in 
the ideological foundations of Japanese society as in Japanese 
history*—and we have available extensive archaeological 
and anthropological studies of the Japanese from prehistory** 
to contemporary society2* 
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Japanese society could be usefully conceptualized along 
the pattern of the classic segmentary model of tribal 
societies?” A tribal network relates members of society, 
irrespective of class, to each other and, through ascendants, 
to the founding member of the tribe (Figure 15.1). Through 
a complex series of relationships each household worships the 
hierarchically established number of gods. These gods 
acknowledge the ancestor of the Emperor, Amaterasu, as the 
main god. The Emperor, called Tenno, (Ten sky, No, Emperor 
of), is descended from Amaterasu and remains the keystone 
to the ideological foundations of society. Tenno was also an 
essential part of the structure of Shintoism, the traditional 
religion, For example, the editing and maintenance of the 
main holy book, Kojiki, which sanctified the authority of 
‘Tenno as invested from heaven, was supervised by him. 
Kojiki reorganized native myths regarding creation, death 
etc., into a systematic genealogy relating Tenno to the 
Japanese people, He also appointed priests at the various 

ries of shrines. 

The Imperial’ family spoke an exclusive language and was 
entirely endogamous. They were the ‘dwellers above the 
clouds’, For the Japanese, a healthy Emperor meant a healthy 
Japan and this critical equation was embodied in prayer? 





Figure 15.1; Ideological Foundations of Sociecy 
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Tenno, thus, assumes the significance in segmentary tribes 
of the eponymous ancestor who lives in and through his 
descendant the current chief, He is the head, the font, and 
the symbol of the tribe. 

It is significance that the rebellions in recorded history were 
mainly of oppressed farmers against daimyos (there were at 
least @ thousand revolts during the Tokugawa period) or to 
restore the Emperor (during the Meiji period). Ishin and 
Sonno-joi, the cries of modern Japan, were a longing fora 
past long dead, before the shoguns assumed power. Literally, 
they meant ‘restore the Emperor and expel the foreigner’. 
To the end (of the war) the Japanese fought fanatically for 
the honour of the Emperor. Their main aim was to save him, 
if he was demolished their ideological world would be 
devastated. 

Shintoism, ‘the way of the itself was a religion of 
the living, Its emphasis on fertility, pleasure, rituals based on 
rice-wine, and abhorrence of death provided society with a 
worldly, here and now, ideology. Its Shamanism, and its 
animism, did not encourage speculation of unseen future 
worlds, Its easy eclecticism allowed it to absorb foreign or 
non-local values and customs. Gods were freely and easily 
created; a revered parent, a favourite dead wrestler, a 
mountain spirit. Even the post-war new religions, shinko 
shukyo, are easily identified as originating from cither 
Christianity, Buddhism, or Shintoism. The Sokka Gakkai, 
for instance, derives from Buddhism. 

Japanese geographical isolation thus reinforced the con- 
cept of the segmentary tribal charter which identified 
members of the Japanese tribe?? Significantly, and again in 
keeping with the segmentary principle, no foreigners could 
become part of the tribe; as they were not on the charter, 
they did not exist. Japan had little interest or sympathy for 
them, The very word gaijin, for foreigner, has a connotation 
of contempt. Other specifically derogatory terms were used 
for foreigners—especially during the Second World War— 
such as ‘demon’ for the British, ‘domestic animal’ for 
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Americans, and ‘lice’ for Koreans. To the Japanese, human 
beings were clearly those on the Japanese charter. Those not 
on it were simply not human. 

It was this attitude which made the Japanese so insensitive 
to the people they conquered and colonized in the Second 
World War. Once beaten in war, according to the samurai 
model, the loser could only:redecm his honour by ritual 
death, The Japanese were disgusted with the Asian peoples 
they overran. The vanquished, neither committed ritual 
suicide in shame for surrendering nor offered resistance. 
Worse, their officers were white Europeans who talked of the 
Geneva Convention, It was for this reason, the Japanese did 
not appreciate the concept of surrender and the Geneva 
Convention of rights for prisoners of war, Itmade them harsh 
rulers, and memories of their brief incursion into South East 
Asia are still alive and bitter. 

Thus, we see that a conflation of ideology and society 
created a unified social order, But within Tokugawa society 
classes were well-developed. 

Society itself was divided into neatly functional and 
recognized classes. Above every individual stood Tenno, the 
Emperor, descended from the sun goddess and divine. His 
status and position in the ideological world of Japan were 
unquestioned” 

The Emperor, in turn, authorized the shogun to administer 
the land. The shogun, ruled through daimyos, who headed 
the districts (in the late Tokugawa period there were about 
260 such districts), Each daimyo maintained around him 
samurai to enforce law and order and administer smaller 
units, Each unit was run with revenue losses and gains 
balanced annually by a hierarchy of samurai, The samurai 
depended for their upkeep, mainly rice, on the daimyo. This 
encouraged frugality, and loyalty, among them. 

The shogun kept a careful eye on his immediate sub- 
ordinates, the daimyos. Outgoing women and incoming 
weapons would mean conspiracy was being hatched. A 
complex system of checks and balances restricted the power 
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of the daimyos: marriage could not be contracted without 
permission of the shogun as political alliances were feared; 
roads and bridges between districts were discouraged to 
maintain their isolation; daimyos had to spend almost half 
the year at the capital and when, at home, had to leave 
behind the family as hostage. Fearing assassination attempts 
the rulers took ingeneous precautions: the floors of the 
palaces were ‘nightingale floors’ concealing devices which 
squeaked when walked upon and sliding doors hid armed 
guards when receiving guests. 

‘The last link from the shogun down was the daikan, chief 
magistrate, also a samurai, who administered at the village 
level. These rulers belonged to one class. 

Underneath the ruling class, the men who wore swords, 
were the farmers. The farmers were compelled to hand over 
about 40 per cent of their produce for the upkeep of the 
samurai. Under the farmers were the artisans, and under them 
the merchants, and beneath them all, the eta, tanners and 
scavengers who dealt with the disposal of executed bodies, 
‘The eta were not unlike the untouchables of India. 

‘The Japanese class system was peculiar to Japan. It never 
degenerated into the Indian caste system. Firstly, there was a 
regular upward mobility marked in the later Tokugawa 
period through talent or adoption; secondly, the samurai 
remained strong enough in society to fulfill their obligations 
such as maintaining law and order, and ensuring prosperity 
in the districts. By fulfilling their function they maintained 
their own superior position. The class structure was no longer 
tenable by the end of the Tokugawa period as we shall see later. 

What was Tokugawa life like? To the Japanese, space was 
limited, it always is on an island. And therefore, space was 
as defined as it was economized. Japanese utilized space in 
society economically and functionally at every level. Domes: 
ticully, every inch in the home was—and is—used. Bedrooms 
and dining rooms were converted by bringing in beds (on the 
floor) and tables (food is eaten sitting on the floor), 
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Miniature plants, bonsai, which take up only a few inches 
were cultivated in homes. The domestic economy reflected 
bushido. 

Society defined boundaries between groups, ages, and 
sexes, and evolved a rigid set of rules for eating, speaking, 
and walking. Clothes, food, marriage, and manners were 
regulated according to class and seniority. Each samurai was 
distinguished by his mail armour, emblem, and flags. Family 
heads were required by law to post the family position and 
status on the door. Proper behaviour, ‘face’! was thus im- 
portant in society. It was a world of established social hierar- 
chy and rules of behaviour**—a formal, unsmiling, hierarchi- 
cal, and demanding world. The main themes of society were 
complete obedience, immediate punishment, death, and 
honour, They created a need to conform, a desire for perfec- 
tion in individuals. 

This publicly accepted structure and order pethaps 
explains the absence of men of charisma. No Chenghiz, 
Napoleon, or Hitler have emerged in Japan*? Decisions were 
made on the basis of accepted authority or, as today, 
consensus, 

The length of the Tokugawa period, which spoke of a kind 
of stability, produced an important shift in the understanding 
of bun-bu, As the samurai was not occupied with bu his 
emphasis on bur: increased correspondingly. Art, education, 
and literature were thus developed by him, 

Tokugawa society in some aspects, forecast the modern 
state in all its essential ambivalence, the apparatus of 
repression on the one hand, and the provision of social 
welfare on the other. 

Tt was a tidy world for the Japanese. Everyone knew his 
place in society and the space allotted to him. And for the 
ruling class it was a comfortable world. 

However, three sources could challenge and upset the tidy 
world of the ruling class, First, an organized church. We 
know how the church versus state struggles in medieval 
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Europe drained the energies of society. It was only after this 
struggle had been resolved that the Renaissance began in 
Europe, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The Renais- 
sance lead to the Industrial Revolution of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries which, directly affected the out- 
come of the colonial encounter between Europe and the rest 
of the world. In Japan, no such struggle between church and 
state took place, The samurai, combined at one and the same 
time, aspects of the warrior and Zen priest. We have already 
seen how groups in society were related to the Emperor 
through a complex network of shrines and ideological myths. 
The Emperor himself was head of the nation—the shogun 
ruled on his behalf—and the very core of religion. The 
religion of Japan in the main was and remains Shintoism (at 
various stages ‘foreign’ religions—such as Buddhism and 
Christianity—have been savagely persecuted, their priests 
killed, and their places of worship destroyed). 

The second could have come from the Emperor himself, 
wishing for more direct involvement in administration, The 
relationship between the divine Emperor, Tenno, and power- 
ful military dictator, shogun, is a complex one. By control- 
ling the purse strings of the Emperor, the Tokugawa shogun 
could play politics in the Imperial palaces and effectively 
restrict his role in administration. Nonetheless, the shogun 
relied for his legitimacy on the authority of the Emperor. 

‘Thirdly, a threat to the established order could come from 
outside in foreign ships. This, the Tokugawa set about to 
prevent by cutting off Japan from the world. To build a boat 
became a crime in Tokugawa Japan. A Japanese returning 
from a foreign country could be killed according to official 
instructions contained in the ‘Seclusion Edicts’. 

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Tokugawa 
dynasty ended. Why was the Emperor restored and given full 
authority? Firstly, the Tokugawa dynasty had long faded 
away in its vigour. The samurai were heavily in debt to the 
emerging merchant class, who in turn, demanded change in 
society and expansion of their interests. And the threat to 
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the Tokugawas came—as the founding fathers always feared 
—from outside, After 1853, it was becoming increasingly 
difficult to ignore the outside world. 

The restoration of the Emperor in 1868, must be under- 
stood in the context of the ideological foundations of 
Japanese society, which we have discussed earlier. The Rev- 
olutions of France in 1789, Russia in 1917, and Iran in 1979, 
terminated Imperial dynasties and either killed or exiled the 
Emperor, In Japan, the Emperor was ‘restored’ and given for 
the first time in almost a thousand years, executive authority. 
On the surface, dramatic events were unfolding: Buddhism, 
the shogunate, the samurai—as institutions—were rejected, 
But, it was precisely the vast body of poorer or more pro- 
gressive samurai’ who provided the base and vigour for the 
developments in the Meiji cra. These samurai entered 
commerce, business, education, government, and the army, 
in big numbers. With them they brought the philosophy of 
bushido. Better established samurai or daimyos became 
governors and ambassadors. The younger members of the 
Tenno’s family, too, wished for change. Consensus not 
conflict was inherent in social change. Meiji rule was thus 
neither a revolution nor a break with the past. It was more, 
perhaps, a shift and realignment of authority and power 
within Japanese structure. 

How was this transition from the feudal to the modern 
phase conducted so successfully and so swiftly? The answer 
to this key question lies in the central figure of Tenno. Tenno 
himself was fully committed to change and the nation 
responded unreservedly. The Tenno’s leadership gave change 
in Japanese society both a structural and ideological base. 

The middle of the nineteenth century to the first quarter 
of the twentieth, was an exhilarating period for Japan. Its 
national insignia, depicting the rising sun, was appropriately 
chosen. Indeed, Japan could do no wrong. And, in the midst 
of the great drive to catch up with the world, was the figure 
of the Emperor. Although a young man at the Meiji Restora- 
tion, the Emperor remained the central figure in the modern- 
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ization drama. He was surrounded by a group of younger 
samurai determined to modernize —not necessarily western- 
ize, an important distinction — Japan. In his western hairstyle 
and clothes he symbolized Meiji Japan. Women, too, contribu- 
ted to the flew thinking Side by side with these devel- 
opments, therc emerged a great sense of nationalism for 
Nippon or Japan (Figure 15.2). 

Let us not forget that the turn of the century was the 
high noon of modern Imperial Europe. The world for the 
European was racially a simple place. The whites were 
superior to the other races—black, brown, or yellow, whom 
they ruled in their vast empires. Rudyard Kipling was the 
acknowledged troubadour of the British Empire. The brown 
‘wogs' in South Asia, or the yellow ‘chinks’, and ‘Japs’ in 
East Asia were simply inferior racial species, according to the 
Imperial vision. But it was during this high noon that the 
Japanese, yellow and Asian, beat the Russians, white and 
European, in a military encounter in 1905. The Japanese 
forced the Russians to sign a humiliating agreement which 
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Figure 15.2: Japanese Social Historical Sequences 
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neither Napoleon nor Hitler could do. A racial thrill ran 
through Asia. Not unnaturally, the West saw every Japanese 
as an aggressive samurai. During the war with Hitler's 
Germany, the swastika motif, imported centuries ago from 
India, did not help matters for the Japanese. 

Notably, Japan was dominated by the sarnurai ethos. The 
world was divided according to the samurai social system. 
There, were nations, in particular, Americans, British, and 
Germans, who were social equals. They were worthy of 
emulation. And then there were the others, the poor, the 
weak, and the struggling, like those in Asia. These were 
equated with the lower social orders who must obey the 
commands and acknowledge the superiority of the samurai. 

In a broad sense, to the Japanese, the world was simply 
divided between white Europeans, who were worthy competi- 
tors, and black Africans who were seen as inferior. The 
brown races—Middle East Arabs, for instance, rarely came 
into contact with the Japanese. Islam was a blank for them, 
and vice versa‘? 

Japanese history may be read as both simple and complex. 
On the surface it is simple. A thousand years of society 
closed to the outside world, And then, in the last hundred 
years, a speeded-up version of the history of most modern 
nations: the demise of feudalism, emergence of an autocratic, 
militaristic monarchy, colonial empire, war, — defeat, 
democracy, and rapid industrialization. These sequences show 
unique and dramatic ups and downs: the defeat of Russia in 
1905; the atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
(the only such bombs used against mankind in history, a 
fact which rankles in Japan“). They also explain some of the 
complexities of Japanese history and society. The great 
tension in society is a consequence of these developments in 
recent history. It is the trauma of this rapid change which 
partly explains the need to preserve the samurai model. The 
model provides continuity in society and affords che 
individual an opportunity to contemplate honour in rapidly 
changing, and sometimes degrading, times. 
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‘On the surface, the hundred years since the Tokugawas were 
deposed, have brought a social revolution in Japan. But if, 
Tokugawa life is viewed through what we are calling the 
samurai model, a remarkable continuity may be perceived. 
This continuity, the Americans as victors of the war and 
during the American Occupatio: (1945-52) had deliberately 
set out to destroy. 

The target of the Americans was the old culture at the 
heart of which stood the samurai model. Possession of 
samurai swords was made illegal and samurai exercises were 
forbidden. Shintoism, too, was officially discouraged. Drastic 
land reforms, constitutional rights, and new values (mass 
democracy, women's rights etc,,) were introduced, Having 
little choice but, to accept these changes, the Japanese 
responded by extending the samurai model from the preserve 
of one class to that of the entire nation. 

The Japanese nation became the samurai. The virtues that 
characterized the samurai would assist to reconstruct Japan 
from the ashes. Chu—loyalty—was transferred from the 
immediate master to the nation, for instance. 

It was Mishima who symbolized the re-emergence of the 
samurai model in Japanese society. No longer was the 
Japanese, apologetic or embarrassed by his past. In his 
books, Mishima castigates intellectuals and scholars, baseball 
players, and television stars for succumbing to western 
materialism and as symbols of decadence. For him, only the 
way of the samurai could restore classic Japanese honour 
and this, he set out to do by his own death. Mishima’s 
writings, the ideas contained in them, and his death reflect 
the samurai model, His popularity and elevation to a cult 
figure, emphasize the strength of the model in society, 

‘The model was never far beneath the surface, either in 
the perception of the Japanese or, those who interacted 
with them. Two of the most popular films depicting the 
encounter between Japan and the West during the Second 
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World War, Bridge on the river Kwai and the contemporary 
Happy Christmas, Mister Lawrence, employ bushido to 
define the Japanese. The films of Kurosawa and Oshima 
work around the theme of bushido. But, because they are 
Japanese, they balance bun with bu rather than just depict 
the martial aspects of bu. 

We may trace much of contemporary Japanese society to 
the samurai model and its symbolism: the director of the 
multinational who commits hara kiri to redeem his honour 
when exposed in a bribery case; or the name given to a 
university student who fails, ronin, a masterless samurai, one 
who has no base, or the stoicism in confronting failure or 
success or even the emphasis on physical fitness. 

Fortunately, the model is universally accepted in Japan. 
Partly because of this Japanese society is homogeneous. In 
contrast to Japanese society which is homogeneous and has 
historically discouraged immigrants and outsiders, Pakistan 
society neither discourages nor disrespects outsiders, 
particularly if they are Muslims. Historically, many lineages 
claim descent from areas outside Pakistan. The Sayyeds, 
claiming to be descended from the Holy Prophet are from 
Arabia, as also are the Qurayshis, Ansaris, and Siddiqis. The 
Gilanis claim to have come from Iraq, the Isphanis from 
Iran, the Durranis from Afghanistan, and so on, The creation 
of Pakistan brought an influx of millions of refugees from 
varying social backgrounds and ethnic regions of India, Many 
of these refugees rose to high positions in Pakistan, even 
becoming heads of state. Today, too, there are almost 3 
million Afghan refugees living in Pakistan. (See also Part Three, 
chapter 10.) Although there is evidence of sporadic, and 
sometimes physical, confrontation between refugees and 
locals, on the whole, Pakistan has been generous to its 
refugee population. No such waves of immigrants flowed 
into Japanese society. The only large groups of immigrants, 
the Koreans, who came as cheap labour, still remain 
foreigners in the most profound sense in Japan. Japanese 
society was, and is, in an ethnic sense, monolithic. 
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The world exists in, and for, Japan—this fact confronts a 
visitor to Japan. All signs for public transport, advertisements 
in public parks, and television programmes on the numerous 
channels etc., are in Japanese. 

The key social unit was, and is, the nuclear family. Because 
of the intense sense of competition and pressures to remain 
within the proper bounds of society, known and acknowl- 
edged by all, individuals often break under the pressure. The 
suicide rate is therefore high. However, traditional methods 
of upward mobility provided a safety valve and allowed a 
dynamic merit-based elite to emerge. Adoption of talented 
young men, irrespective of family, was an established method 
to recruit talent in Tokugawa Japan. Today, too, large firms 
and government select the best and the brightest. It is the 
pragmatic way to maintain quality in life. 

The Japanese, above all, are a pragmatic people. They 
confront a foreign phenomenon and if they acknowledge 
its value, they make it their own, But only after Japanizing 
it. From the early centuries, especially after the seventh, the 
Chinese influenced Japan in thought, art, literature, and 
language. The rulers of Japan accepted foreign values, For 
instance, after Buddhism was introduced in the sixth century, 
the Tenno’s family accepted its principles. But both, Bud- 
dhism and Confucianism were synthesized with the indigenous 
religion, Shintoism, As we know, these religious philosophies 
provided the major elements in bushido. 

The Japanese ideological and religious world emphasizes 
ritual rather than eschatological or philosophical concerns. 
Eclecticism ensures consensus and continuity, The Japanese 
Muslim eats pork, Pig, cow, or snake, none of these are 
religiously taboo in Japan, Japanese temples house Sanskrit 
Hindu <cemons, Buddhist images, and conduct Shinto 
rituals, The Japanese, Christian or Buddhist, is married as a 
Buddhist at a Shinto shrine with Shinto rites, but, is buried 
as a Buddhist. ‘On the 25th of December’, there is a saying, 
‘all Japanese become Christian’, As we know, the Japanese 
genius for adapting was displayed at its fullest: in the 
nineteenth century. 
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Society, like religion, is amorphous, flexible, and eclectic. 
It engages foreign ideas in a most interesting manner: it 
simply swallows them. Once swallowed, they are regurgitated 
and emerge unmistakenly as Japanese, Coca Cola, base-ball, 
hamburgers, go-go bars, bunny girls, the Eiffel Tower, Disney- 
land—all of western origin, are today an integral part of 
Japanese culture. Even foreign aeedslarstaepadeels Ho 
instance shokku, from shock, or kisso from kiss. A senior 
Japanese diplomat summed up: ‘the Japanese developed a 
skill at learning and adapting while keeping their own cultural 
identity’*” 

It is this pragmatic ideological flexibility and eclecticism 
which allowed Japan to survive the traumas of change; it also 
partly explains how the rigid social code of the samurai 
model was maintained. Indeed, the weaker a rigid ideological 
code, the stronger the social one. 

But, it is not entirely a rosy or positive picture, There are 
dark spots in it. Paradoxically, the problems of Japanese 
society rise from its phenomenal economic successes. The 
samurai model is under attack at its most vulnerable point: 
the home. Disturbing, but little known accounts, of bored 
wives becoming alcoholic while waiting for husbands who 
stay late at factories are merging. Stories of sons beating 
their fathers and rejecting the work ethos are also told. The 
younger generation, born after the traumas of the war, have 
high material expectations and wish to put in little of their 
time achieving them. In a deliberate act of rejection they 
block their ears and minds to the world with their Walkman 
sets which are common and popular, There appears to be a 
sense of discontent with the directions in which Japanese 
society is moving. 

In some groups, the discontent expresses itself in the dress 
and behaviour of the take-no-ko-zoku or the tribe of bamboo 
shoots. These young people who look, behave, and dress like 
western youth, dance and sing their time away. Wearing 
black leather clothes, and with their hair combed back, they 
look like early Elvis Presleys, but their skins are yellow and 
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their eyes slanted, These Japanese youth are mutants of the 
Japanese-American encounter. 

"There are also signs of another disquieting, more serious, 
element. This is the distinct emergence of the bu spirit in 
Japanese society after lying dormant for almost a generation, 
or assuming other forms. Bu will once again propel Japan 
into becoming a military power, Intellectuals in society, sense 
the stirrings of crude forms of bu and hear Mishima’s voice 
talking of bushido, honour, and death, Japanese intellectuals 
recognize that ‘in an extremely modern period, something 
extraordinarily traditional always begins to revive'* The best 
known Japanese anthropologist warns of the ‘danger’ 
inherent in Japanese society” which could lead to, am 
other things, ‘war’, These are serious matters which wi 
affect Japanese society in the coming years. And there are 
no easy solutions in sight. 

Let me sum up the discussion so far by attempting to 
define what constitutes the Japanese mind today, It is a 
composite of three distinct but interlocking and overlapping 
socic-historical categories (Figure 15.3), The contemporary 
mind overlays the strong feudal base and both are suffused 
with the ideology and mythology of ancient Japan, 


Gonvempornry 


Feudal 


Casweal period 


Figure 15.3: The Contemporary Japanese 
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At the risk of over-simplification, let me employ the samurai 
model to help us understand Japan's development success. 
The samurai, motivated by the core elements of bushido, 
discipline, austerity, loyalty, determination—challenges all 
competitors from outside. His skills and high motivation to 
win assure him victory. Ingplace of his sword is technical 
knowledge (and in keeping with the model, not necessarily 
Japanese but often borrowed). He must export, not import 
(foreign cars are conspicuous by their absence in Japan 
compared to the large numbers—especially Japanese~seen 
in the USA or England), The strong samurai has litle 
sympathy for the weak or poor of the world (Japanese aid 
remains small to developing nations; its attitude to charity, 
as in the case of the Vietnamese Boat People, disappointing). 
It ds, once again, a contest between Japan, the people of the 
island, and the world, tt is the Japanese model, the Japanese 
secret. 

What lessons does Japan teach us? Particularly those which 
developing nations, like Pakistan, could learn and follow, Can 
we successfully pinpoint the conflation and coincidence of 
factors which provided a base for development? Five factors 
emerge clearly, 

The first, and possibly the main factor, is Japan's 
education policy. Over a hundred years ago, in 1872, educa- 
tion was made compulsory. There were estimated to be 
54,000 elementary schools and almost a thousand academies 
teaching both commoners and samurai. The base existed in 
the temple schools in almost every village, Where did Japan 
produce the enormous number of teachers required for this 
task? The answer is to be found among members of the 
samurai class already familiar with learning and the acqui- 
sition of knowledge. 

The first lesson, then, is the emphasis on mass education. 
Today, Japan is one of the most literate nations in the world. 
‘The circulation of daily papers, always a reliable index of 
national literacy, is estimated at 60 million. The number of 
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newspapers sold per 1,000 people is 569, the highest in the 
world (it is 453 in Britain and 282 in the USA). 

The second, is that of birth control. The population 
growth during the Tokugawa period was already controlled 
at about 1 per cent a year, Scarcity of land and controlled 
production and distribution of rice for political purposes, 
as we have seen, ensured small families. 

‘The third, is of respect civil and political rights. 
Japanese society, in spite of a divine Emperor and a feudal 
base, is today a working democracy. Elections, a free press, 
and public expression allow society to remain dynamic and 
cohesive. Merit is rewarded and talent recognized irrespective 
of class or ethnicity. The title, sensei—like South Asia's 
ustad or guru —is given to masters of craft. Sensei are widely 
respected, 

‘The fourth, is the creation and maintenance of a homogene- 
ous society in ethnic and administrative terms. The Ainu, in 
the northern island, are the major distinct group in Japan, 
but provide few ethnic or political problems. The concept of 
Nippon or Japan overrides other loyalties in society. In 
contrast, South Asian political borders are flexible and ethnic 
divisions sharp. In 1947, Pakistan was born from India and, 
in 1971, East Pakistan became Bangladesh, Geography has 
reinforced Japanese nationalism’® Japan, being an island, 
has been a geographical and political unit for at least a 
thousand years, Pakistan retains a complicated category of 
administrative units inherited from British India: Tribal Areas 
(federally administered), Tribal Areas (provincially 
administered), Frontier Regions, Settled Districts, and 
Northern Areas, 

Finally, planning for and development within the frame- 
work of traditional values and customs, Ritual and custom 
bind society together and provide continuity to it. 
Traditional values— frugality, loyalty, face —assist production 
and unity in the large firms. Traditional proper behaviour has 
been adapted to the needs of modern life. Popular books like 
How to be Gonsiderate by Suzuki and Anthology of Office 
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Lady Common Sense issued by the Sumitomo Corporation 
show the way. It was precisely the rejection of religious and 
traditional values by nations wishing to modernize in a hurry, 
like Turkey, which created acute problems for them. 

The mainstream of the Japanese development argument is 
both compelling and cogent. And it is easy to romanticize 
the Japanese success story and be blinded by its material 
achievements. 1 have certain doubts and queries alongwith 
other recent commentators, Japanese and non-Japanese?! 

The Japanese developmental model raises immediate moral 
and ethical questions for those interested in imitating it or 
learning from it3* There are two major structural flaws in 
society. Both of these characterize and derive from the 
samurai model, 

Firstly, the lack of a moral or spiritual content in society 
based on a universal philosophy; a philosophy preaching 
the brotherhood of man irrespective of caste, class, or race. 
Bushido provided society with a charter for social action not 
moral philosophy. There appears to be little moral content 
in society; but there is abundant energy and forceful 
direction in industry and business. The emphasis is on action, 
the material, here and now, This is also as we saw earlier, the 
essence of Shintoism, the Japanese religion, And Shintoism 
was created by Japanese society, not the other way round. It 
does not claim to be, like Islam, a revealed religion from a 
supreme being, Partly as a consequence of the lack of spirieu- 
ality and morality in society, is the unconcern with the 
afterworld. This central issue in its relationship to society 
is not satisfactorily explained in studies of Japanese 
religion? 

The absence of a universal philosophy is directly related 
to the absence of great original philosophers or prophets in 
Japan. It is remarkable for such a literate and talented nation 
not to have produced a first rate, towering, figure in history 
preaching a philosophy based on brotherhood or love, There 
are elements of Buddhist, Taoist, indeed Christian, thinking 
in Japan but no Buddha, Lao-tsee, or Christ. Neither has 
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modern Japan produced an Iqbal, a Tagore, or a Gandhi. 

Secondly, the intense and, sometimes aggressive, concepts 
of race and nation—and the two are interchangeable in Japan 
—raise problems both for the Japanese and those who deal 
with them. The world is divided into Japan and—or versus— 
the rest. There is no concept of a universal brotherhood 
transcending role and nationalities such as one based on 
religion, as in Islam or Christianity, or one on ideology such 
as the Communists propagate, In the twentieth century, 
when destinies of nations are becoming increasingly inter- 
locked this aspect can become a major barrier to international 
harmony. Japanese nationalism rapidly, and violently, 
degenerates into crude xenophobic exhibition. Elements of 
xenophobia are never far from the surface. As an example, 
although English is taught at high school level for a number 
of years, the average Japanese is reluctant to speak it. Japan 
and things Japanese are exclusively preferred, Both these 
major ideological and social flaws present continuing and 
complex problems for Japan in its dealings with the world; 
both reflect aspects of the samurai model. 


Conclusion 


Of the great civilizations of the world, Japan is perhaps the 
most notable in its almost total absence of contact with 
Islam, Apart from a few isolated and individual cases no 
relationships—either trade, or war, or diplomatic—existed 
between the world of Islam and that of Japan. The two, 
Islamic civilization and Japanese, were, on the surface, dia- 
metrically opposed in their system of ideology, beliefs, and 
values. 

Consider an important example, the attitudes to life and 
death, For the Japanese life is, as we have seen, here and 
now. It is a physical and material existence. The afterworld is 
dark and remains a frightening question mark, The Japanese 
therefore concentrates his energies in securing this world, 
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This aspect of Japanese ideology partly explains Japan's 
remarkable material achievements. For the Muslim, on the 
other hand, this world, dunya is preparation for the next 
(See also Part One, chapter 4.) Through practice of din or 
religion the Muslim may secure the afterworld. The ideal 
Muslim balances din with dunya. 

Consider too, God: for the Muslim, God is one Supreme, 
Omnipotent, being. The Japanese god is amorphous part 
emperor, part divine, part nature, part nation. In Islam, 
nothing stands between man and God, except, perhaps, the 
intercession of the prophets (also human). For the Japanese, 
god is linked with each household and shrine through a 
hierarchy and rituals. 

A stock-taking of our situation is suggested, Muslims are 
groping around for competing models which may instruct 
them in contemporary problems of development. For them, 
contemplating such models is often a poignant journey into 
the past. The President of Pakistan in a speech to an 
international conference of Islamic scholars~still with Japan 
on his mind—compared the Japanese schools to the madra- 
sahs of classical Islam (Organization of Islamic Countries, 
Standing Committee on Science and Technology in 
Islamabad, in December 1983). Education, as we learned 
from Japan above, was the first major factor in its devel- 
opment, Islam, perhaps more than any revealed religion, 
emphasizes the value of learning. The word ilm, knowledge, 
is the second most used word in the Holy Quran after Allah, 
‘Go to China to acquire learning” and ‘the life in pursuit of 
knowledge is one spent in jihad, or struggle for Allah’, are 
two well-known hadith, sayings of the Holy Prophet, The 
President was therefore right in picking out education, But 
only partly. Islamic society has many other lessons to teach 
Muslims. 

Perhaps, not Pakistan society as it is but an Islamic society 
as it should be has the answers, And perhaps we may find 
these in the sociology rather than the theology of Islam, 
although they reflect each other, Let us see what these are? 
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The positive key social elements of bushido and the 
samurai model are found in the Holy Quran: emphasis on the 
unity of the group orcommunity;* care of parents!* balanced 
speech$? modest bearing and walk{* physical fitness? and 
physical cleanliness® 

‘These virtues in society are reinforced by the hadith. See 
Muslim's section on ‘good manners and joining of the ties of 
relationship’! Also caring for parents‘ caring for the sick? 
humility and rights of neighbours* 

Some of the positive and key clements in the samurai 
model are reflected in the life of the Holy Prophet, In 
particular are his frugality, austerity, humility, and courage. 
‘These characteristics became values of ideal Muslims. 

Even the Japanese factor of a balanced and frugal diet can 
be traced to early Islam, Examples of such a diet, based on 
milk, dates, and honey, abound from the life and times of 
the Holy Prophet. 

We may thus conceptualize the ideal Muslim mujahid, one 
who embarks on jihad, as a sort of Islamic samurai, He 
represents the finest ideals of his religion and culture. How- 
ever, Muslims have sometimes taken the meaning of jihad 
literally? Jihad is interpreted as physical war, But in its 
essence, the concept of jihad is to be understood in terms of 
striving, and provides a general base for commitment and 
dedication. 

‘Theologians have emphasized ideology and ritual in Islam. 
Equally important are the social and physical injunctions in 
the Holy Quran and hadith. These, as we see, are reflected in 
bushido, Perhaps they have not been sufficiently stressed in 
Islamic teaching. The problem is, of course, that the ideals 
of Islam and the behaviour of empirically observed Muslim 
society do not always coincide, The result is, as a Japanese 
long employed at the Pakistan Embassy noted, ‘although 
Islam is great, Muslims are not so good’, 

The interesting—and unexpected —conclusion is that some 
of the secrets of Japan's development may be found in 
Pakistan's own backyard. We may, therefore, conclude by 
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re-phrasing our question, ‘can Pakistan be Japan?’, to the 
more legitimate question ‘can Pakistan be Pakistan?” 
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